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Abstract

This study aims to measure the transparency of Palestinian public budget by
providing the public budget's data and its which include the publication and the
availability of the eight main documents, besides; the commitment of appropriate and
periodic dates during the period (2011-2015). In addition to analyzing the legislative
structure, international and constitutional laws related to the transparency of public
budget, and revealing the information throughout depending on the available annual,
monthly and periodic financial reports of Palestinian National Authority, Ministry of
Finance, besides the analytical reviews carried out by Civil Society Team to Enhance
Public Budget Transparency, The Coalition for Accountability and Integrity — Aman
and The Palestinian Economic Policy Research Institute - MASS, in addition to
conducting several interviews with academics, experts and economists regarding the
study variables. Then analyzing the impact of applying social accountability in general
throughout depending on data and information from civil society organizations, and
acknowledge the positives impacts of social accountability, which increase
transparency level on public budget. Finally providing recommendations which
contribute in enhancing and applying the transparency and social accountability in the
public budget in Palestine.

The study results:

- Palestine was able to publish only three documents in average during the years from
2011 to 2015, which confirms the absence of monitoring on the governmental
performance, especially in the absence of the Palestinian Legislative Council. In
addition to that, the government does not provide sufficient information to allow
citizens and civil society to analysis and monitor of the public budget in order to
ensure the understanding and the ability of citizens to conduct discussions and
dialogues with the government which embed government's ability to manage the
public money more effectively and efficiently.

- The appearance of a clear recession in applying the principles of transparency
related to revealing the details of public budget, and related data of public budget
and financial affairs of article No. (7) for the year 1998, and the Amended Basic
Law for the year 2003.

At the end of the study, it reached on a number of recommendations, which were
the most important:

- To ensure great transparency and accountability in the public budget, it should be
provided a strong political will on the governments to involve the citizens, and
providing education and awareness by civil society organizations and media means.

- The necessity of conducting amendment on the public budget law to include
legislation and articles related to social accountability, in addition to the
institutionalization of social accountability in their transparent legal articles within
the public budget law.
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