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X PREFACE.

and it is from these that this edition has been prepared
under the careful supervision of Sha.ykh Muhammad “Asal.

This volume, containing the first half of the Arabic text,
will be followed in duc course by the second, which will
conclude this work. Any fuller observations as to the fext
and its value and peculiarities will be reserved for the Pre-
face to that volumec.

EDWARD G. BROWNE,

CAMBRIDGE, February 1, 1913.



PREFACE.

More tham six years have elapsed since the first volume
of the LEnglish translation of this work made by .the late Sir
James Redhouse was published in the Gibb Memorial Series.
The delay in bringing out the Arabic text, of which the
first half in now offered to Arabic scholars, was due to
several causes. Sir James Redhouse’s transcript of the original
MS. (N° 710 in Loth's Cafalogue), presented to the India
Office Library by Warren Hastings, was photographed and
sent to the Ffilil Press at Cairo to be printed, the task of
seeing it through the press being entrusted to my friend and
former colleague Shaykh Muhammad “Asal, who for seven
years (1g04—1g11) held the position of Arabic Teacher at the
University of Cambridge. While we were awaiting the first
proofs we applied for the loan of the original MS. to the
India Office Library, which, with its usual liberality, placed
it at our disposal in the Cambridge University Library.
When the proofs bepan to arrive, and were collated with
the original MS., it was found that the “omissions of
some poetry and obituary notices™ alluded to by Sir James
Redhouse ') were much more extensive than we had supposed,
and as it appeared uadesirable to publish a mutilated text,
we decided to restore them. To this end Bromide photo-
graphs of the original MS. were taken and sent to Egypt,

1) See hig Preface to Vol. I of this publication, p. 3.



“E. ¥ W. GIBB MEMORIAL":

ORICINAL TRUSTEES.

| JANE GIRB, dicd November 26, 1004),
£ G, BROWNE,
G. LE STRANGE,
H F. AMEDROZ,
4. G ELLLS,
R, A. NICHOLSON,
E, DENSSON ROSS,
AND
IDA W. E. OCGILVY GREGORY, (formesly GIBR), ap-
Pointed 1905,

CLARAN OF ¥FHFE TRUST.

FULIUS BERTRAM,
14, Suffalk Strect, Pall Mall,
LONDON, 5.0,

FPUBLISHERS FOR THE TRUSTEES

E, J. BRILL, LEVYDEN,
LUZAC & Co, LONDOKN.



This Volume is one
of & Series
publisked by the Trastees of the
“E ¥ W GIBE MEMORIAL™

The Nunds of this Memorial are devived from the Fnlerest accruing
from o Sum of moncy given by the late MRS, GIBR of Glasgow, teo
perpeluate the Memory of her beloved son ’

ELIAS FOHN WIILKINSON GIDRB,

and o promele those researches infa the History, Literature, Philo-
sopliy and Religion of the Turks, Posians ard Avabs, lo wkhick, fron:
Ris Youth upiwards, wuniid kis premaiure and decply Femenied Death
in Ais forty-fifth year, on December 5, 1Qor, kis life was devoted.
e 2 per P P
SV R L U 05 BET S

“The worker pays Riv ded? lo Dealk ;
Hix woork lfves on, nay, guickowti”

T folimoimg memorial verse is captvifuted By “Abdu'i-Hagg Howid

Bey of the fmperial Otoman Embassy in Eowdow, onc of the Founders

of the New School of Turkith Literature, and for many years an
intimate frierd of the deceased,
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