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Abstract

This study discusses the reality and prospects of developing the sector of garments
industry in Palestine ( with a case study of garments industry in Gaza Strip). The
garments industry actually occupies a vital site within the Palestinian industrial sector,
as it is one of the important conversion industries.

It tries to resolve the research problem, explaining that the ineffectiveness of
garments industry in Palestine is due to a number of subjective and external reasons.
Such reasons are represented in administrative problems; investment risks; limited
capital; high costs; weak consultative services; weak finance, besides hard political
conditions and Israeli policies towards the Palestinian industry.

The study aims at recognizing the reality of garments industry institutions, and how
the performance of such institutions is affected by the Israeli procedures, weakness of
legal framework, and the infra structures of these institutions . It concludes
recommendations to overcome the problems of garments industry, with the aim of
promoting this industry for the benefit of Palestinian economy.

The study subject includes all institutions working at the garments industry sector in
Gaza Strip governorates. Their number according to the statistics of General Union of
Palestinian Industries was estimated at Y1© institutions in the end of Y+ +4. Sample
volume is put only at Y plants that actually existed in ¥+ +. The number of acquired
questionnaires was YA, with recovery percentage of 1A.Y%. The data were analyzed
through the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), Statistical test used
nonparametric tests.

The study showed several important results including low standards of labor
training and instructing in the garments industry sector; lack of full employment of
production capacity, and absence of reliance on self-finance, in addition to marketing
most of production inside markets of Gaza Strip; weakness of Palestinian National
Economy Ministry's role; the General Union of Garments Industry and trade
chambers in supporting the producers.

The study proved that the Israeli polices and security measures at crossing points,
had incapacitated the export of Palestinian garments to external markets.

It further demonstrated that competition among local products inside Gaza Strip
markets, and imported products, particularly the Chinese, had occupied the first rank
in competition, followed by the Turkish, and Egyptian products that occupied the
third rank. The products of Gaza Strip occupied the fourth, those of West Bank
occupied the fifth, followed by the Israeli ones. Other products such as Syrian, came
last.

The study finally concluded recommendations such as the necessity of freeing the
crossing points from the Israeli domination; promoting the abilities of those working
in garments industry through training , and finding external marketing channels;
reinforcing the role of National Economy Ministry, and the Union of Garments
Industry, in addition to financial support of sewing workshops in Gaza Strip.
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