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Obstacles for Sustainable Development
in Islamic Countries
An Analytical Study of the Arab Republic of Egypt

By
Samar Khairy Morsy Ghanem

Abstract

It can be argued that a significant progress of environmental policies, aimed at achieving sustainable
development, have been accomplished in many Islamic countries since the declaration of Rio.
Nevertheless these countries, including Egypt, still face many obstacles which hinder their ability to
implement effective sustainable development strategies. This study attempts to identify the obstacles
and challenges for sustainable development in the Islamic world in general, and particularly in Egypt.
For the case of Egypt, besides the issues common with other Islamic countries, the unchecked
population growth represents a specific impediment to development efforts, where the severe
population pressure on the rather limited environmental resources leads to a complex relationship
between population and the environment. One route in this relationship is the negative impact of
widespread pollution and environmental degradation, caused by the increasing population pressure,
on public health, which in turn affects the population’s productivity. This route acquires its specific
importance due to its effect on the integrity of both human and natural resources, which are the two
pillars of sustainable development. Therefore, a sound characterization of that route is necessary in

order to access the prospects of sustainable development in Egypt.
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