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1 Prepared remarks of Attorney General John Ashcroft, National
Religious Broadcasters Convention, Nashville, Tennessee,’19
February,2002.http://www.usdoj.gov/ag/speeches/02/021902religious
broadcasters.htm

2 Osama bin Laden statement, broadcast by Al-Jazeera and reported by
the Dubai bureau of the Associated Press on Monday 24 September

2001.

3 David Fromkin ,A Peace to End All Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman
Empire and the Creation of the Modern Middle East (New York: Owl
Books, 1989)

4 Osama bin Laden Has Given Common Identity Back to the West,
New Perspectives Quarterly ,Winter 2002 ,pp. 5-8.

5 Ibid.

6 Paul Berman‘ ,The Philosopher of Terror ,’New York Times
Magazine ,23 March 2003 .See also Chapter 3° ,In the Shade of the
Koran ,’and Chapter 4, ‘The Hideous Schizophrenia ,’in Paul
Berman ,Terror and Liberalism (New York: W. W. Norton, 2003) as
well as Chapter 2° ,lbn Taymiyya and His Children ,’in Daniel
Benjamin and Steve Simon ,The Age of Sacred Terror (New York:
Random House, 2002). In sharp distinction from these views is

Graham Fuller who sees Islamism as far more pluriform and
pragmatic. He argues in The Future of Political Islam (New York:
Palgrave/Macmillan, 2003), p. 193, that® political Islam cannot
properly be considered as an alternative to other ideologies such as
democracy, fascism, socialism, liberalism, and communism .It cannot

be put anywhere clearly on an ideological spectrum. It is far more
useful to see it as a cultural variant, an alternative vocabulary in

which to dress any one of these ideological trends... Islamism is
therefore not an ideology but a religious-cultural-political framework
for engagement on issues that most concern politically engaged

Muslims .’For Fuller, a thinker like Sayyid Qutb represents one, but
not the only, form that Islamism can take.
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