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INTRODUCTION

Writing this encyclopedia and then revising and expand-
ing the scope of this work has been a genuine pleasure
and privilege. The ancient Egyptians have fascinated cen-
turies of human beings who have glimpsed or visited
their splendid ruins along the Nile. The words of these
ancients ring with a profound knowledge concerning
human aspirations and ideals. Such wisdom kept the
Egyptians vital and prospering for 3,000 years and
bequeathed remarkable concepts to the generations to
follow them.

The history of Egypt provides an overall view of the
nation in good times and in bad. The entries on religion,
social development, temples, the military, and art, among
others, give details about specific eras and accomplish-

ments, but the haunting beauty of the Egyptians them-
selves can be found especially in the biographical entries
on royal and common individuals who spent their lives
serving the land and the spiritual heritage of the Nile
Valley. These individuals lived and died, laughed and
cried thousands of years ago, but they would prosper if
transplanted into the modern world. They possessed a
profound sense of cooperation in labors, of appreciation
for the beauty of their homeland, and a unique awareness
of the “other,” the presence of the spiritual aspects of
human existence on the Nile. The hours spent research-
ing the ancient Egyptians have expanded my own hori-
zons, and I am grateful for the experience.



How TO USE

This revised Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt has been
designed to increase historical information about the civi-
lization of the Nile Valley from the predynastic period
until the annexation of Egypt by the Romans around 30
B.C.E. During the 1,000 years following the collapse of the
Ramessids and the New Kingdom in 1070 B.C.E. and the
Roman occupation of the Nile Valley, Egypt experienced
the invasion of several foreign armies and the clash of
new people and ideas. The Libyans, Nubians, Assyrians,
and Persians ruled the nation, and Alexander the Great
bequeathed the lands and a new capital, Alexandria, to
the Greeks, who remained in power during the Ptolemaic
Period (304-30 B.C.E.).

Individuals from these cultures are included in this
book, as well as the military, social, and religious aspects
of their presence on the Nile. Each culture arrived in
Egypt seeking its own purpose, eventually losing its grip
on the land. The native Egyptians, meanwhile, main-
tained their own cultural imperatives and survived the
changes in their world. Their temples, courts, monu-
ments, and deities continued to serve the land as foreign-
ers arrived and disappeared. The Chronology will provide
an overview of these historical eras.

Specific topics are keyed to historical eras or de-
signed to provide details about particular customs, prac-
tices, or traditions. Major subjects, such as agriculture,
gods and goddesses, mortuary rituals, the military, pha-
raohs, queens, and religion, span the different dynasties
in order to offer an overview of the evolution of such
matters.

Sites and personalities from the various eras are
included, with reference to their importance or their role
in the development of the nation. The dates of these indi-
viduals are provided, and their Greek name is included in
many cases. In all instances the kings are recorded with
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their prenomens (“first cartouche” or throne names)
given in parentheses.

Anyone wishing to begin learning about this period
of ancient Egyptian history should read EGYPT, an entry
that provides geographical and historical material about
the nation. The chronology provided at the front of the
book also gives information concerning Egypt’s develop-
ment and relationship to other lands. If interested in a
particular subject, begin with that entry and then read
the cross-referenced entries concerning the same subject
matter. For instance, if the reader is interested in the
Eighteenth Dynasty and Tutankhamun, the section on
historical periods under the entry on EGYPT will place
that royal line and that king in the proper chronological
and political setting. Tutankhamun is listed separately,
and in the entry concerning his life one will discover
other relatives or issues of significance to his reign.

If interested in the religious life of the ancient
Egyptians, the reader can start with the entry on religion
and then read the cross-references to the gods and god-
desses, temples, priests, mortuary rituals, cosmogony, and
eternity. Additional entries on the Per Ankh (House of
Life), solar cult, barks of the gods, and cult centers will
offer further details and new avenues of exploration on
the subject.

If the reader is interested in pyramids, the entry on
that subject will lead to others, such as mastabas, sar-
cophagus, cartonnage (coffins), liturgy, the Judgment
Halls of Osiris, valley temples, and mummies (which are
discussed in detail in the entry on mortuary rituals).

Once the book has become familiar to the reader, he
or she can begin to explore unique aspects of Egyptian
life that have survived over the centuries in the various
art forms and in the stunning architecture found along
the Nile. Individuals are included alongside customs or
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traditions so that the spirit of the various eras can come
to life. Other entries on literature, art and architecture,
astronomy, and women’s role will add details about the
various aspects of day-to-day existence so many centuries
ago. Photographs and art work (adaptations of reliefs,

paintings, or statues) have been included, and maps pro-
vide clarification of the geographic aspects of Egypt. The
names of some rulers have been altered to follow new
trends in the field.



CHRONOLOGY OF
MAJOR EVENTS

Egypt

Near East and Mediterranean

3000 B.c.E.—~2700 B.C.E.

Narmer captures Lower Egypt

’Aha (Menes) founds Memphis
Irrigation projects employed
Writing and calendar in use

Royal tombs at Abydos and Saqqara
Egypt fully united

2600 B.c.E.—2100 B.C.E.

Step Pyramid at Saqqara
Pyramids at Giza

Nubian lands dominated

Copper mines used in Sinai
Heliopolis powerful Ré center
Pyramid Texts used

Expeditions sent to Punt

Pepi Il reigns for almost a century
Coffin Texts adopted

2000 B.c.E.—~1600 B.C.E.

Montuhotep II unifies Egypt

Deir el-Bahri becomes a shrine

Art and architecture revived

Tale of Sinuhe the Sailor introduced

Faiyum restored with hydraulics

Forts in Nubia built to the third
cataract

The Wall of the Prince guards Egypt’s
borders

Hyksos begin incursions into Egypt

Karnak formed as a shrine

Avaris becomes Hyksos capital

1500 B.c.E.~1300 B.C.E.

Thebans oust Hyksos
Tuthmosis | reaches Euphrates

xiii

Sumerian cities flourish
Troy founded

Towns in Syria and Palestine
Malta megaliths erected
Minoans build on Crete
Gilgamesh at Uruk

Megaliths appear in Europe
Royal graves used in Ur
Minoans open trade routes
Ziggurat built at Sumer

Babylon a regional power
Greece occupied
Stonehenge erected
Sumer revitalized
Hammurabi in Babylon

Persian empire begins

Knossus on Crete becomes a vast city

Hittites destroy Babylon
Minoan civilization collapses
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CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS (continued)

Egypt

Near East and Mediterranean

Valley of the Kings started
Karnak embellished
Deir el-Bahri temples expanded

Akhenaten reigns at ’Amarna
Thebes is the capital of Egypt

1200 B.Cc.E.~1000 B.C.E.

Ramessids regain lands lost in the
’Amarna Period
Abu Simbel is opened

Per-Ramesses becomes the capital
of Egypt
Treaty established with the Hittites
The Sea Peoples are defeated
The Egyptian Empire is eroded by
internal and external pressures
Amunite priests reach their ascendancy
Medinet Habu is completed

1000 B.C.E.—700 B.C.E.

Third Interim Period
Egypt is divided between Tanis and Thebes
Libya assumes control of Egypt

Shoshenq | conducts campaigns
against the invaders

Egypt is splintered

Nubians take control of part of Egypt
under the leadership of Piankhi

Assyrians assault the Nile

Egypt undergoes a cultural renaissance

600 B.C.E.-300 B.C.E.

Trade and commerce revived under Saites
The Persian Empire conquers Egypt
Egyptians briefly reclaim control

Persians reconquer Egypt

Darius | of Persia codifies laws for Egypt
The last flowering of Egyptian art

Alexander the Great enters Egypt during his
campaign against the Persian Empire
Alexandria is founded by Alexander
the Great

300 B.Cc.E.=30 B.C.E.
Rise of the Ptolemaic dynasty

A leap year is added to the calendar
Manetho writes his history

Mitanni people are ascendant

Myceneans establish citadels

Assyrians begin a recovery after
a time of decline

Babylon is restored after a time of decline

Sea Peoples destroy the power of the
Hittites

The Iron Age commences in the
Mediterranean

Phoenicians establish the city of Carthage

Etruscans settle in the Italian Peninsula

Assyria collapses as the major power in the
Tigris-Euphrates region

Babylon regains its ancient power
The first Olympic Games are held in Greece

Homer writes the Iliad

Cyrus the Great of Persia conquers Babylon

The Persian capital of Persepolis is founded

The first war between Greece and Persia is
fought

Athens emerges as the chief political power
in Greece

Philosophy and art flourish in Greece

Rome begins its rise to power in the Italian
Peninsula

Gauls sack Rome
Alexander the Great becomes king of
Macedon and conquers the Persian Empire

Rome and Carthage fight the Punic Wars,
leaving Rome master of the Mediterranean

Rome conquers Greece

Pompey the Great campaigns in the East



Chronology of Major Events

Egypt Near East and Mediterranean
Eratosthenes, Archimedes, and Euclid
are in Egypt Rome conquers Gaul

The Ptolemaic Empire begins its
steady decline

The Rosetta Stone is erected

Cleopatra VIl ascends the throne and
begins the last reign of the Ptolemies
Julius Caesar comes to Alexandria
Antony and Cleopatra are defeated at the
Battle of Actium
Egypt falls to the legions of Octavian (Augustus)
The end of the Ptolemaic dynasty and beginning
of the Roman occupation of Egypt

Julius Caesar defeats his rivals in the Roman
Civil War

Augustan Age begins with the birth of the
Roman Empire






ENTRIES A TO Z






Aa A mysterious and ancient being worshiped in Egypt
from the earliest eras of settlement and best known from
cultic ceremonies conducted in the Old Kingdom
(2575-2134 B.C.E.), Aa’s cult was popular in the city of
HELIOPOLIS, possibly predating NARMER (c. 3000 B.C.E.),
who attempted to unite Upper and Lower Egypt. Aa was
revered as “the Lord of the PRIMEVAL ISLAND OF TRAM-
PLING,” a mystical site associated with the moment of cre-
ation of Egyptian lore. In time this divine being became
part of the cult of the god RE, the solar deity that was
joined to the traditions of the god AMUN in some periods.

The moment of creation remained a vital aspect of
Egyptian religion, renewed in each temple in daily cere-
monies. The daily journeys of Ré across the heavens as
the sun, and the confrontation of the god with the
dreaded terror of the TuaT, or Underworld, kept creation
as a pertinent aspect of Egyptian mythology. In this con-
stant renewal of creation, Aa was revered as the “COMPAN-
ION OF THE DIVINE HEART,” a designation that he shared
with the divine being wa.

Aah (Aoh) A moon deity of Egypt, also called Aoh in
some records, identified before c¢. 3000 B.C.E., when NAR-
MER attacked the north to unite the Upper and Lower
Kingdoms. Aah was associated with the popular god
THOTH, the divinity of wisdom, who was a patron of the
rites of the dead. In the period of the Fifth Dynasty
(2465-2323 B.C.E.) Aah was absorbed into the cult of
osIris, the god of the dead. Aah is depicted in The LAMEN-
TATIONS OF ISIS AND NEPHTHYS, a document of Osirian
devotion, as sailing in Osiriss mad’atet boat, a spiritual
vessel of power. In some versions of the BOOK OF THE

DEAD (the spells and prayers provided to deceased Egyp-
tians to aid them in their journeys through the Under-
world), Osiris is praised as the god who shines forth in
the splendor of Aah, the Moon.

Aah was also included in the religious ceremonies
honoring the god HORuS, the son of 1sis and Osiris. The
moon was believed to serve as a final resting place for all
“just” Egyptians. Some of the more pious or holy
deceased went to Aah’s domain, while others became
polar stars.

Aahset (fl. 15th century B.C.E.) Royal woman of the
Eighteenth Dynasty

Aahset was a lesser ranked wife or concubine of TUTHMO-
sis 11 (r. 1479-1425 B.C.E.). Her tomb has not been dis-
covered, but a funerary offering bearing her name was
found at THEBES. Such an offering indicates a rank in the
court, although her name on the offering bears no title. It
is possible that Aahset was a foreign noble woman, given
to Tuthmosis III as tribute or as a cementing element of a
treaty between Egypt and another land. Such women
received elaborate burial rites and regalia in keeping with
their station in the royal court.

a’akh (a’akhu; akh) A spirit or spirit soul freed from
the bonds of the flesh, a’akh means “useful efficiency.”
The name was also translated as “glorious” or “benefi-
cial.” The a’akh, had particular significance in Egyptian
mortuary rituals. It was considered a being that would
have an effective personality beyond the grave because it
was liberated from the body. The a’akh could assume
human form to visit the earth at will.



2 A’ametju

It was represented in the tomb in the portrait of a
crested ibis. The spirit also used the sHABTI, the statue
used to respond to required labors in paradise, a factor
endorsed in cultic beliefs about the afterlife.

Aametju (fl. 15th century B.C.E.) Eighteenth Dynasty
court official

He served Queen-Pharaoh HATSHEPSUT (r. 1473-1458
B.C.E.) as VIZIER or ranking governor. Aametju belonged
to a powerful family of THEBES. His father, Neferuben,
was governor (or vizier) of Lower Egypt and his uncle,
Userman, served TUTHMOSIS 111 (r. 1479-1425 B.C.E.) in
the same position. Userman’s tomb at Thebes contains
wall paintings that depict the installation of government
officials in quite elaborate ceremonies.

The most famous member of Aametju’s family was
REKHMIRE, who replaced Userman as vizier for Tuthmosis
III. Rekhmiré’s vast tomb at Thebes contains historically
vital scenes and texts concerning the requirements and
obligations of government service in Egypt. Some of
these texts were reportedly dictated to Rekhmiré by Tuth-
mosis III himself. Another family that displayed the same
sort of dedicated performers is the clan of the AMEN-
EMOPETS.

Aamu (Troglodytes) This was a term used by the
Egyptians to denote the Asiatics who tried to invade the
Nile Valley in several historical periods. AMENEMHET 1 (r.
1991-1962 B.C.E.) described his military campaigns on
the eastern border as a time of “smiting the Aamu.” He
also built or refurbished the WALL OF THE PRINCE, a series
of fortresses or garrisoned outposts on the east and west
that had been started centuries before to protect Egypt’s
borders. One campaign in the Sinai resulted in more than
1,000 Aamu prisoners.

The nyksos were called the Aamu in records con-
cerning the Second Intermediate Period (1640-1532
B.C.E.) and ’AHMOSE (r. 1550-1525 B.C.E.), the founder of
the New Kingdom. RAMESSES 11 (1. 1290-1224 B.C.E.) used
the term to designate the lands of Syria and Palestine. In
time the Aamu were designated as the inhabitants of
western Asia. In some eras they were also called the
Troglodytes.

Aa Nefer (Onouphis) A sacred bull venerated in
religious rites conducted in ERMENT (Hermonthis), south
of Thebes. The animal was associated with the god
MONTU and with the Buchis bull in cultic ceremonies
and was sometimes called Onouphis. The Aa Nefer bull
was chosen by priests for purity of breed, distinctive col-
oring, strength, and mystical marks. The name Aa Nefer
is translated as “Beautiful in Appearing.” In rituals, the
bull was attired in a lavish cape, with a necklace and a
crown. During the Assyrian and Persian periods of occu-

pation (c. 671 and 525-404/343-332 B.C.E.), the sacred
bulls of Egypt were sometimes destroyed by foreign
rulers or honored as religious symbols.

ALEXANDER 1II THE GREAT, arriving in Egypt in 332
B.C.E., restored the sacred bulls to the nation’s temples
after the Persian occupation. The Ptolemaic rulers
(304-30 B.C.E.) encouraged the display of the bulls as
THEOPHANIES of the Nile deities, following Alexander’s
example. The Romans, already familiar with such animals
in the Mithraic cult, did not suppress them when Egypt
became a province of the empire in 30 B.C.E.

Aaru A mystical site related to Egyptian funerary cults
and described as a field or garden in AMENTI, the West, it
was the legendary paradise awaiting the Egyptian dead
found worthy of such an existence beyond the grave. The
West was another term for Amenti, a spiritual destina-
tion. Aaru was a vision of eternal bliss as a watery site,
“blessed with breezes,” and filled with lush flowers and
other delights. Several paradises awaited the Egyptians
beyond the grave if they were found worthy of such des-
tinies. The MORTUARY RITUALS were provided to the
deceased to enable them to earn such eternal rewards.

Aat (fl. 19th century B.C.E.) Royal woman of the Twelfth
Dynasty

The ranking consort of AMENEMHET 1 (r. 1844-1797
B.C.E.), Aat died at the age of 35 without producing an
heir and was buried at DASHUR, an area near MEMPHIS,
along with other royal women of Amenemhet III's house-
hold. This pharaoh constructed a necropolis, or cemetery,
at Dashur, also erecting a pyramid that was doomed to
become a CENOTAPH, or symbolic gravesite, instead of his
tomb. The pyramid displayed structural weaknesses and
was abandoned after being named “Amenembhet is Beauti-
ful.” Aat and other royal women were buried in sec-
ondary chambers of the pyramid that remained
undamaged by structural faults. Amenemhet built
another pyramid, “Amenembhet Lives,” at HAWARA in the
FAIYUM district, the verdant marsh area in the central part
of the nation. He was buried there with Princess NEFERU-
PTAH, his daughter or sister.

Aata (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Ruler of Kermeh, in Nubia

KERMEH, an area of NUBIA, modern Sudan, was in Egyp-
tian control from the Old Kingdom Period (2575-2134
B.C.E.), but during the Second Intermediate Period
(1640-1532 B.C.E.), when the HYKsOs ruled much of
Egypts Delta region, Aata’s people forged an alliance with
these Asiatic invaders. Aata’s predecessor, Nedjeh, had
established his capital at BUHEN, formerly an Egyptian
fortress on the Nile, displaying the richness of the Ker-
meh culture, which lasted from c¢. 1990 to 1550 B.C.E.
This court was quite Egyptian in style, using similar



architecture, cultic ceremonies, ranks, and government
agencies.

When Aata came to the throne of Kermeh, he
decided to test the mettle of ’AHMOSE (r. 1550-1525
B.C.E.), who had just assumed the throne and was con-
ducting a campaign by land and by sea against AVARIS,
the capital of the Hyksos invaders. Seeing the Egyptians
directing their resources and energies against Avaris,
Aata decided to move northward, toward ELEPHANTINE
Island at modern ASwAN. ’Ahmose is believed to have left
the siege at Avaris in the hands of others to respond to
the challenge of Aata’s campaign. He may have delayed
until the fall of Avaris before sailing southward, but
Aata faced a large armada of Egyptian ships, filled with
veteran warriors from elite units. The details of this
campaign are on the walls of the tomb of ’AHMOSE, soN
OF EBANA, at THEBES. The text states that ’Ahmose found
Aata at a site called Tent-aa, below modern Aswan. The
Egyptian warriors crushed Aata’s forces, taking him and
hundreds more as prisoners. Aata was tied to the prow
of ’Ahmose’s vessel for the return journey to Thebes,
where he was probably executed publicly. The Egyptians
received Aata’s men as slaves. ’Ahmose, son of Ebana,
took two prisoners and received five more slaves
as well.

An Egyptian ally of Aata tried to regroup the Kermeh
forces. ’Ahmose, son of Ebana, received three more slaves
when this rebel and his forces were crushed as a result of
new campaigns. Buhen became the administrative center
of the Nubian region for Egypt as a result of the war, end-
ing the Kermeh dominance there. The culture continued,
however, until the New Kingdom collapsed. A military
commander named Turi was installed as viceroy of Kush,
or Nubia, under ’Ahmose’s son and heir, AMENHOTEP 1.

Aazehre See KHAMUDI.
ab  See HEART.

Abar (fl. seventh century B.C.E.) Royal woman from Na-
pata, in Nubia

She was the mother of TAHARQA (r. 690-664 B.C.E.) of the
Nubian Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt and the daughter
of kasnTA and Queen PEBATMA. She was the wife of
PIANKHI (750-712 B.C.E.). It is not known if Abar traveled
northward to see her son’s coronation upon the death of
his predecessor, SHEBITKU, but Taharqa visited NAPATA to
build new religious sanctuaries, strengthening his origi-
nal base there. In 671 B.C.E., he returned as an exile when
Essarhaddon, the Assyrian king (r. 681-668 B.C.E.), over-
came the Egyptian defenses on his second attempt to
conquer the Land of the Nile.

Abaton See PURE MOUND.

Abdu Heba 3

Abbott Papyrus A historical document used as a
record of the Twentieth Dynasty (1196-1070 B.C.E.) in
conjunction with the AMHERST PAPYRUS and accounts of
court proceedings of the era. Serious breaches of the reli-
gious and civil codes were taking place at this time, as
royal tombs were being plundered and mummies muti-
lated or destroyed. Such acts were viewed as sacrilege
rather than mere criminal adventures. Grave robbers were
thus condemned on religious as well as state levels. The
Abbott Papyrus documents the series of interrogations
and trials held in an effort to stem these criminal activi-
ties. In the British Museum, London, the Abbott Papyrus
now offers detailed accounts of the trials and the uncov-
ered network of thieves.
See also PASER; PAWERO; TOMB ROBBERY TRIAL.

Abdiashirta (fl. 14th century B.C.E.) Ruler of Amurru,
modern Syria

Abdiashirta reigned over Amurru, known today as a
region of Syria, and was a vassal of AMENHOTEP 11 (r.
1391-1353 B.C.E.). His son and successor was AZIRU.
Abdiashirta made an alliance with the HITTITES, joining
SUPPILULIUMAS 1 against the empire of the mMiTANNIS, the
loyal allies of Egypt. Abdiashirta and Amurru epitomize
the political problems of Egypt that would arise in the
reign of AKHENATEN (r. 1353-1335 B.C.E.) and in the
Ramessid Period (1307-1070 B.C.E.).

Abdi-Milkuti (fl. seventh century B.C.E.) Ruler of the
city of Sidon in Phoenicia, modern Lebanon

He was active during the reign of TAHARQA (1. 690-664
B.C.E.) of the Twenty-fifth Dynasty and faced the armies
of AssyrRIANS led by ESSARHADDON. An ally of Taharqa,
Abdi-Milkuti was unable to withstand the Assyrian
assault, which was actually a reckless adventure on the
part of Essarhaddon. Sidon was captured easily by
Assyria’s highly disciplined forces. Abdi-Milkuti was
made a prisoner, probably dying with his family.

Abdu Heba (fl. 14th
Jerusalem, in modern Israel
He corresponded with AKHENATEN (r. 1353-1335 B.C.E.)
of the Eighteenth Dynasty concerning the troubled events
of the era. The messages sent by Abdu Heba are included
in the collection of letters found in the capital, ’AMARNA, a
remarkable accumulation of correspondence that clearly
delineates the life and political upheavals of that histori-
cal period. This prince of Jerusalem appears to have
maintained uneasy relations with neighboring rulers, all
vassals of the Egyptian Empire. SHUWARDATA, the prince
of Hebron, complained about Abdu Heba, claiming that
he raided other cities’ lands and allied himself with a vig-
orous nomadic tribe called the Apiru.

When Abdu-Heba heard of Shuwardata’s com-
plaints, he wrote Akhenaten to proclaim his innocence.

century B.C.E.) Prince of
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He also urged the Egyptian pharaoh to take steps to
safeguard the region because of growing unrest and
migrations from the north. In one letter, Abdu Heba
strongly protested against the continued presence of
Egyptian troops in Jerusalem. He called them dangerous
and related how these soldiers went on a drunken spree,
robbing his palace and almost killing him in the pro-
cess.
See also ’AMARNA LETTERS.

Abgig A site in the fertile Faryum region, south of the
Giza plateau. Vast estates and plantations were located
here, and a large STELA of SENWOSRET 1 (1. 1971-1926
B.C.E.) was discovered as well. The stela is now at
Medinet el-Faiyum. Abgig was maintained in all periods
of Egypt’s history as the agricultural resources of the area
warranted pharaonic attention.

Abibaal (fl. 10th century B.C.E.) Ruler in Phoenicia,
modern Lebanon

Abibaal was active during the reign of SHOSHENQ 1 (r.
945-924 B.C.E.) of the Twenty-second Dynasty. Shoshenq
I, of Libyan descent, ruled Egypt from the city of TANIS
(modern San el-Hagar) and was known as a vigorous mil-
itary campaigner. Shoshenq I also fostered TRADE with
other nations, and Abibaal signed a treaty with him. The
PHOENICIANS had earned a reputation for sailing to far-
flung markets in the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas,
going even to the British Isles in search of copper. As a
result, Abibaal and his merchants served as valuable
sources of trade goods for their neighboring states.
Abibaal insured Shoshenq I's continued goodwill by
erecting a monumental statue of him in a Phoenician
temple, an act guaranteed to cement relations.

Abisko A site south of the first cataract of the Nile,
near modern ASWAN. Inscriptions dating to MONTUHOTEP
1 (r. 2061-2010 B.C.E.) were discovered at Abisko. These
inscriptions detailed Montuhotep II's Nubian campaigns,
part of his efforts to unify and strengthen Egypt after the
First Intermediate Period (2134-2040 B.C.E.) and to
defeat local southern rulers who could threaten the
nation’s borders. During Montuhotep II's reign and those
of his Middle Kingdom successors, the area south of
Aswan was conquered and garrisoned for TRADE systems
and the reaping of natural resources available in the
region. Canals, fortresses, and storage areas were put into
place at strategic locales.
See also NUBIA.

Abu  See ELEPHANTINE.

Abu Gerida A site in the eastern desert of Egypt, used
as a gold mining center in some historical periods. The
area was originally explored and claimed by the Egyp-

tians, then enhanced by the Romans as a gold production
region.
See also EGYPTIAN NATURAL RESOURCES.

Abu Ghurob A site north of ABUsIR and south of Giza,
containing two sun temples dating to the Fifth Dynasty
(2465-2323 B.C.E.). The better preserved temple is the
northern one, erected by NIUSERRE Izi (r. 2416-2392
B.C.E.), and dedicated to RE, the solar deity of HELIOPOLIS.
An OBELISK was once part of the site, and inscriptions of
the royal HEB-SED ceremonies honoring the ruler’s three-
decade reign were removed from the site in the past. The
temple has a causeway, vestibule, and a large courtyard
for sacrifices. A chapel and a “Chamber of the Seasons”
are also part of the complex, and the remains of a SOLAR
BOAT, made of brick, were also found. The complex was
once called “the Pyramid of Righa.” The sun temple of
USERKHAF (r. 2465-2458 B.C.E.) is also in Abu Ghurob
but is in ruins.

Abu Hamed A site south of the fourth cataract of the
Nile in NuUBlA, modern Sudan, where TUTHMOSIS 1 (r.
1504-1492 B.C.E.) campaigned against several groups of
Nubians. The Nile altered its course just north of Abu
Hamed, complicating troop movements and defenses.
Tuthmosis I used veteran soldiers and local advisers to
establish key positions and defensive works in order to
gain dominance in the region.

Abu Rowash (Abu Rawash) A site north of Giza.
The main monument on the site dates to the Fourth
Dynasty, constructed by RADJEDEF (r. 2528-2520 B.C.E.),
the son and successor of KHUFU (Cheops). Ra'djedef
erected a pyramid at Abu Rowash, partly encased in red
granite and unfinished. A MORTUARY TEMPLE is on the
eastern side of the pyramid and a VALLEY TEMPLE was des-
ignated as part of the complex. A boat pit on the southern
side of the pyramid contained statues of Ra'djedef, the
lower part of a statue of Queen KHENTETKA, and a SPHINX
form, the first such sphinx form found in a royal tomb. In
the valley temple of the complex a statue of ARSINOE (2),
the consort of PTOLEMY 11 PHILADELPHUS (285-246 B.C.E.),
was discovered. Also found were personal objects of
’AHA (Menes, 2920 B.C.E.) and DEN (c. 2800 B.C.E.) of the
First Dynasty. A newly discovered mud-brick pyramid on
the site has not been identified, but an Old Kingdom
(2575-2134 B.C.E.) necropolis is evident.

Abu Simbel A temple complex on the west bank of the
Nile, above WADI HALFA in NUBIA, modern Sudan, erected
by RAMESES 11 (r. 1290-1224 B.C.E.) early in his reign. The
structures on the site honor the state gods of Egypt and the
deified Ramesses II. During the construction of the tem-
ples and after their dedication, Abu Simbel employed vast
numbers of priests and workers. Some records indicate
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The mortuary temple of Ramesses Il at Abu Simbel, moved to higher ground when the Aswan Dam flooded the original site.
(Courtesy Steve Beikirch.)

that an earthquake in the region damaged the temples
shortly after they were opened, and SETAu, the viceroy of
Nubia, conducted repairs to restore the complex to its
original splendor. Between 1964 and 1968, the temples of
Abu Simbel, endangered because of the Aswan Dam, were
relocated to a more elevated position on the Nile. This
remarkable feat was a worldwide effort, costing some $40
million, much of the funds being raised by international
donations, sponsored by UNESCO and member states.

A gateway leads to the forecourt and terrace of the
Great Temple of Abu Simbel, presenting a unique rock-
cut facade and four seated colossi of Ramesses 11, each
around 65 feet in height. Smaller figures of Ramesses II's
favorite queen, NEFERTARI, and elder sons, as well as his
mother, Queen TUYA, are depicted standing beside the
legs of the colossi. A niche above the temple entry dis-
plays the god RE as a falcon and baboons saluting the ris-
ing sun, as certain species of these animals do in nature.
At the north end of the terrace there is a covered court
that depicts Ramesses Il worshiping the sun also. A large
number of stelae are part of this court, including the
Marriage Stela, which announces the arrival of a Hittite
bride.

As the temple recedes, the scale of the inner rooms
becomes progressively smaller, and the level of the floor
rises. These architectural convention, common in most
Egyptian temples, focus the structural axis toward the
sanctuary, where the god resides. The first pillared hall,
however, is on a grand scale, with eight Osiride statues of
Ramesses forming roof support or pillars. The walls are
covered with battle scenes commemorating Ramesses 1I's
military prowess, including the slaughter of captives and
the Battle of KADESH. A second hall has four large pillars
and presents religious scenes of offerings. Side rooms are
attached for cultic storage areas, and the entire suite leads
to the sanctuary. Within this chamber an ALTAR is still evi-
dent as well as four statues, seated against the back wall
and representing the deities RE-HARNAKHTE, AMUN-RE,
pTAH, and the deified Ramesses I1.

The original temple was designed to allow the sun-
light appearing on the eastern bank of the Nile to pene-
trate the halls and sanctuary on two days each year. The
seated figures on the rear wall were illuminated on these
days as the sun’s rays moved like a laser beam through
the rooms. The reconstructed temple, completed in 1968,
provides the same penetration of the sun, but the original
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day upon which the phenomenon occurs could not be
duplicated. The sun enters the temple two days short of
the original.

Beyond the Great Temple at Abu Simbel lies a small
chapel dedicated to the god THOTH and, beyond that, a
temple to HATHOR. This temple glorifies Queen NEFERTARI
Merymut, Ramesses II's favorite consort. At the entrance
to the temple, she is depicted between two standing
colossi of the pharaoh. Nefertari Merymut is also pre-
sented on the walls of an interior pillared hall. The god-
dess Hathor is shown in the temple’s shrine area.

Suggested Readings: Hawass, Zahi, and Farouk Hosni.
The Mysteries of Abu Simbel: Ramesses II and the Temples of
the Rising Sun. Cairo: American University in Cairo Press,
2001; Siliotti, Alberto. Abu Simbel and the Nubian Temples.
Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2001;
Williams, Bruce. Excavations Between Abu Simbel and the
Sudan Frontier; Part Seven: 25th Dynasty and Napatan
Remains at Qustul Cemeteries W and V. Chicago: Oriental
Institute, 1990.

Abusir A site south of Giza dating to the Fifth Dynasty
(2465-2323 B.C.E.) and containing a vast cemetery and
pyramidal complexes. The large pyramid of saHURE (r.
2458-2446 B.C.E.) dominates the site that once contained
14 such structures, most now reduced to cores of rubble
or stone. Sahuré’s pyramid has a causeway, VALLEY TEM-
PLE, and a canal intact. The portico of the valley temple
has eight columns as well as a large hall provided with
wall reliefs and a black basalt pavement. A temple area
dedicated to the goddess SEKHMET appears to have been
refurbished as a shrine in later eras, aiding in its preserva-
tion. Storerooms, corridors, and niches form two levels,
and red granite papyrus columns support the upper floor.
Cultic chambers, a sanctuary with an altar, and a granite
false door were also found there. An elaborate drainage

system was incorporated into the complex, using lion-
headed gargoyles and open channels. Copper-lined basins
were connected to underground copper pipes in this sys-
tem. These are still visible. Called “the Soul of Sahuré
Glistens” at its dedication, this pyramid has a limestone
core as the foundation, filled with sand and rubble and
faced with fine stone.

The mastaba of the nobleman PTAHSHEPSES, a relative
of NIUSERRE (r. 2416-2392 B.C.E.) and a court official, is a
fully developed structure to the north of Niuserré unfin-
ished monument. Ptahshepses’ tomb has a colonnaded
court with 20 pillars, a portico, a hall, and a chamber
depicting family portraits.

Niuserré’s pyramidal complex was dedicated as “the
Places of Niuserré are Enduring.” In erecting his valley
temple, Niuserré usurped part of KakAr's original struc-
ture. The core was made of limestone and included a
colonnaded court and cultic chamber.

The pyramid of Kakai (Neferirkaré; r. 2446-2426
B.C.E.) was built out of mud brick and completed by his
successor. It was dedicated as “Kakai Has Become a Soul”
or as “the Pyramid of the Ba-spirit.” Local limestone
formed the core, and the facing was a fine limestone and
red granite.

The pyramid of NEFEREFRE (r. 2419-2416 B.C.E.) is
also located on the site of Abusir. It was dedicated as “the
Pyramid which is Divine of the Ba-spirits” but was never
completed. It was a low mound of limestone, with no
causeway or temple. Another ruin at Abusir is associated
with Queen KHENTAKAWES, the consort of SHEPSESKHAF (r.
2472-2467 B.C.E.).

A new tomb was recently discovered at Abusir, dat-
ing to the Sixth Dynasty (2323-2150 B.C.E.) and built for
a judge named Inti. Large, with ground and subterranean
levels, the tomb is part of a complex of sites belonging to
Inti’s family. Elaborate decorations and statues have also
been found.

Abydos A city north of DENDEREH, capital of the eighth
NOME, or district, called the Thinite nome, Abydos was
considered the greatest of all cemeteries and home to the
god osiris. The necropolis area of the city was in use
from the earliest times and benefited from royal patron-
age throughout its history.

Of the royal monuments erected in Abydos, the
temple of sETI 1 (1. 13061290 B.C.E.) is the largest, built
of fine white limestone and containing splendid reliefs.
The first two courts of the temple, as well as the portico,
were probably completed by RAMESSEs 11 (r. 1290-1224
B.C.E.) after Seti I's death. One scene in the temple
depicts Ramesses Il adoring the gods 1sis and Osiris as
well as Seti I deified. Ramesses II is also credited with
the decoration in the first HYPOSTYLE HALL of the temple,
which has seven doors leading to chapels beyond a sec-
ond hypostyle hall. The second hypostyle hall serves as
a vestibule for the seven chapels incorporated into its



west wall. False vaults cover the chapels, and all have
reliefs. The chapels honored six gods and the deified
Seti I.

A KING LIST was discovered in a gallery in the shrine,
showing Seti I and Ramesses 1I as a prince offering hon-
ors to their royal predecessors. Beside the Gallery of Lists
there are halls for the preservation of the BARKS OF THE
GoDs, butchers’ quarters, and magazines. Immediately
behind the temple is an area called the OSIREION, actually
a CENOTAPH, or false tomb, built by Seti I but probably
completed by MERENPTAH, his grandson. A feature in this
shrine is an island, formed by canals of water that were
kept filled at all times, upon which the sarcophagus and
canopic chests were maintained.

The temple of Ramesses II, located to the northeast
of the shrine of Seti I, is noted for its delicate reliefs,
which provide a description of the Battle of KADESH,
carved into limestone. A red granite doorway leads to a
pillared open court, and more reliefs depict a procession
of offerings for the king. A portico on the west side of the
temple opens onto small chapels honoring Seti I as a dei-
fied being and various gods. Some of the deities have
been provided with suites of rooms, and there is a
humanoid pjeD Pillar in one of the apartment chambers.
Granite statues honor Ramesses II, Seti I, the god AMUN,
and two other goddesses. The temple of Osiris in Abydos
is located in the northeast of Ramesses II's temple. Now
called Kom el-Sultan, the region has only a few remains
of a limestone portico and ramparts. Cenotaphs dedicated
to individuals were erected in the area.

The SHUNET EL-ZABIB, or “Storehouse of Dates,” an
enclosure dating to the Second Dynasty (2770-2649
B.C.E.), is in the northwestern desert. Two actual com-
plexes, designed with massive inner walls and outer
mud-brick walls, had main ramparts. The cenotaphs of
the royal personages are located farther out in the
desert, at a site known as UMM EL-GA'AB, the “Mother of
Pots,” because of the large quantity of vessels discovered
on the surface—jars used for funerary offerings of the
graves. To the south, cenotaphs of the Middle Kingdom
and early New Kingdom were also discovered. A temple
of SENWOSRET 111 (r. 1878-1841 B.C.E.) stands at the edge
of the desert. The ruler’s cenotaph is located near the
face of the nearby cliffs. A pyramid, possibly erected by
"AHMOSE (1. 1550-1525 B.C.E.) is located near the tem-
ple. A mortuary complex of TETISHERI, the grandmother
of ’Ahmose and a leader in the Theban campaigns
against the Hyksos and the start of the New Kingdom, is
also in the area.

Abydos, as the seat of the Osirian cult, was a large
city and was much revered during all eras of ancient
Egypt. The city’s original deity was apparently a black
dog-headed creature known as KHENTIAMENTIU, the
“Chief of the Dwellers of the West,” a title assumed by
Osiris when his cult grew popular along the Nile. The
west, AMENTI, was always a territory of death in the
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Temple remains from Seti I's cenotaph at Abydos, displaying a
truly ancient form of architecture. (Courtesy Steve Beikirch.)

nation’s religious and mythological texts. Osiris’s head
was believed to have resided in Abydos, according to the
mythological texts. In time, however, the tomb of DJER (c.
2900 B.C.E.), the second king of the First Dynasty, was
identified as the true burial site of the god Osiris by his
priests. The grave thus became involved in the annual
celebration of Osiris’s death and resurrection.

Two stelae were discovered in Abydos. One measur-
ing six feet by three feet was from the Thirteenth Dynasty,
placed there by NEFERHOTEP 1 (r. c. 1741-1730 B.C.E.).
The second records the plans of TturtHM™MOSIS 1 (1.
1504-1492 B.C.E.) to honor Osiris by endowing the god’s
temple with gifts. Neferhotep I and other rulers had to
limit the number of individual burials taking place within
the city limits and in the necropolis areas. People from
other regions brought their loved ones to Abydos to bury
them beside the god Osiris.

A temple founded by TuTHMOSIS 111 (r. 1479-1425
B.C.E.) was recently discovered that was built to the
southwest of the Osiris Enclosure in the northern section
of the site. Tuthmosis III erected the temple to honor
Osiris and included colossal Osiride statues of himself in
the precincts. Ramesses II later built in the same area at
the Portal Temple.

In the southern part of Abydos, Senwosret III built a
mortuary temple and channels to provide water to the
site for rituals. The cenotaph tomb has a pole roof cham-
ber, corridors, and a burial room with a concealed sar-
cophagus and canopic box of red granite set into niches
concealed by masonry. The limestone mortuary temple
has an enclosed wall and a pylon gate. Colonnades,
courts, and cultic chambers were discovered in frag-
mented condition in the complex.

Suggested Readings: David, A. R. A Guide to Religious
Ritual at Abydos. London: Warminster, 1981; Gri-
mal, Nicholas. A History of Ancient Egypt. Oxford, U.K.:
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Blackwell, 1995; Shaw, Ian. The Oxford History of Ancient
Egypt. Oxford, U.K.: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Abydos Fleet An armada of 12 or 14 royal vessels dis-
covered buried near ABYDOS, some eight miles from the
Nile. Each vessel, from 50 to 60 feet in length, was
encased in a mud-brick coffin and pit. They date to the
earliest eras of Egypt. Shorter, less elaborate vessels have
been found at saQQarRAa and HAIWAN. Like the vessel
found at the Great pyramiD of kHUFU (Cheops, T
2551-2528 B.C.E.) these ships were part of the MORTUARY
RITUALS of the early eras. Excavations at the site give indi-
cations that more vessels may be part of the necropolis
treasures of Abydos.

Abydos List See KING LISTS.

Achaean League A confederation of Greek city-states
and allies that achieved considerable prominence in the
reign of PTOLEMY 1l PHILADELPHUS (r. 285-246 B.C.E.).
This league impacted upon Egyptian TRADE practices
until it became embroiled in a dispute with Rome, a ris-
ing power in the Mediterranean that began to assert its
influence, around the second century.

Achaemenes (d. c. 460 B.C.E.) Prince of Persia slain by
an Egyptian rebel

He was the son of DARIUS 1 (1. 521-486 B.C.E.). The prince
was appointed satrap, or governor, of the Nile by his
brother XERXES 1 (r. 486—466 B.C.E.), Darius I's heir. In
481 B.C.E., Achaemenes led a military force composed of
conscripted Egyptians amassed to conduct various mili-
tary campaigns, including assaults on the Greeks. These
units were defeated at the Battle of saLamis by the Greeks.
Returning to Egypt, Achaemenes carried out the harsh
ruling policies of Xerxes, enslaving Egypt as a Persian
province with little value. Such a policy stemmed from
Persian disdain for the Egyptian religious or philosophi-
cal heritage and a firm belief in the unique revelations
concerning human affairs which had been bestowed
upon the Persian people. The confiscation of temple
wealth was carried out at least in one instance, and
Xerxes did not endear himself to the conquered Egyp-
tians by assuming ancient titles or roles in keeping with
Nile traditions.

In 460 B.C.E., INAROS, a native Egyptian and a prince
of HELIOPOLIS, started a full-scale insurrection. Inaros,
listed in some records as a son of PSAMMETICHUS 11
(Psamtik) (r. 526-525 B.C.E.), set up an independent cap-
ital at MEMPHIS. Achaemenes led an army against Inaros,
confronting him at Papremis, a Delta site. There the Per-
sian prince died on the field. His death prompted the ter-
rible punitive campaign conducted against Inaros by a
veteran Persian general, MEGABYZUs. Queen Atossa,

Prince Achaemenes’ mother, demanded that Inaros be
crucified, an act protested by General Megabyzus.

Achaemenians (Achaemenids, Hakhamanishiya) A
royal house of Persia. This dynasty of Persia (modern
Iran) ruled Egypt as the Twenty-seventh Dynasty (525-
404 B.C.E.) and as the Thirty-first Dynasty (343-332
B.C.E.). The Achaemenians were descendants of Achae-
menes, the ruler of a vassal kingdom in the Median
Empire (858-550 B.C.E.). Cyrus the Great (c. 590-529
B.C.E.), a descendant of the dynasty’s founder, overthrew
the Median line ruling Persia and expanded his control of
neighboring lands. His son, cAMBYSES, took Egypt in 525
B.C.E. The Achaemenians included: DARIUS 1, who came
from a collateral branch of the royal line; XERXES 1; ARTA-
XERXES 1 Longimanus; Xerxes II; DARIUS 11 Nothus; ARTA-
XERXES 11 Memnon; ARTAXERXES Il OCHUS; ARSES; and
DARIUS 111 Codomanus, who fell before the armies of
ALEXANDER III THE GREAT in 330 B.C.E.
See also PERSIANS.

Achillas (d. c. 47 B.c.E)) Military officer of Egypt

He served pTOLEMY X111 (1. 51-47 B.C.E.) and was possibly
present when the murder of POMPEY the Great took place.
Pompey had fled to Egypt for safety but was assassinated
on September 28, 48 B.C.E. His head was reportedly pre-
served and presented as an offering to Julius CAESAR.
When Caesar occupied ALEXANDRIA, Achillas was
involved in a siege of that capital, an offensive that
proved unsuccessful.

A veteran of many battles, esteemed by other military
tigures, even among his political foes, Achillas ran afoul
of ARSINOE (4), the royal sister of CLEOPATRA VvII. Arsinoe
was an enemy of Cleopatra and Caesar, wanting the
throne of Egypt for herself. She raised an army to depose
her sister and her Roman allies, and she asked Achillas to
serve as her commanding general. Not skilled in court
intrigues or in the murderous ways of Arsinoe and her
predecessors, Achillas managed to confront and infuriate
the princess, who had him executed.

Achoris (1) A site located just south of the FAlYUM and
north of modern Tihna el-Gebel. The famed “Fraser
Tombs,” rock-cut grave enclosures, were discovered in
Tihna el-Gebel. These date to the Old Kingdom
(2575-2134 B.C.E.). The other ruins at Achoris contain
three small temples and a Greco-Roman necropolis.
Achoris was used by NomaRrcHs of the Fifth Dynasty
(2465-2323 B.C.E.).

Achoris (2) See HAKORIS.

Actium This promontory on the western coast of
GREECE at the entrance to the Ambracian Gulf is where a



decisive battle for control of Egypt and the Roman empire
took place in 31 B.C.E. Octavian, the future AUGUSTUS,
met Marc ANTONY and CLEOPATRA viI (51-30 B.C.E.) at
Actium. Antony was camped on the site, and the naval
battle that took place outside of the gulf provided the
name for the battle. Octavian’s 400 ships defeated the 500
vessels of Marc Antony and Cleopatra VII, and they fled
t0o ALEXANDRIA. Antony committed suicide outside of
Alexandria, and Cleopatra VII, facing imprisonment and
humiliation, killed herself when the Roman forces took
up residence in the city soon after the battle. Octavian
(Emperor Augustus) initiated an Olympic-style series of
games at Actium to commemorate his victory there.

Adda Stone A worn fragment of a stela discovered at
GEBEL ADDA in NUBIA, modern Sudan, inscribed with
demotic and the Meroitic hieratic scripts. Despite lapses,
the Adda Stone provided keys to the translation of
Meroitic, the language of the Nubian culture that domi-
nated that region from c. 270 B.C.E. until 360 C.E.

Adea-Eurydice (fl. fourth century B.C.E.) Royal wo-
man of the Greeks

She was the wife of PHILIP 1II ARRHIDAEUS (r. 323-316
B.C.E.), the half brother of ALEXANDER 111 THE GREAT. Adea-
Eurydice was a half niece of Philip and joined in the plot
to slay him. She died in a similar purge conducted by the
heirs of Alexander the Great.

Adicran (fl. sixth century B.C.E.) Libyan ruler

He was partially responsible for the fall of apries (r.
589-570 B.C.E.) of the Twenty-sixth Dynasty. An ally of
Egypt, Adicran faced a Greek invasion and appealed to
Apries for aid in repelling the foe. The Greeks had estab-
lished the colony of CYRENE on the Libyan coast and were
now threatening the Libyan ruler. Apries sent several
units of Egyptian veteran troops to Adicran’s aid, and
they suffered a stinging defeat at the hands of the Greeks.
The Egyptian troops returned home and mutinied
because of the incident. When Apries sent his general,
AMASIS (1. 570-526 B.C.E.), to mediate the mutiny, Amasis
sided with the troops and was proclaimed the rightful
ruler of Egypt.

Adicran faced the Cyrene King Battus II the Lucky,
who overcame the Libyans and Egyptians in c¢. 570 B.C.E.
He founded new colonies and Hellenized the hump of
eastern Libya, calling it Cyrenaica. In 525 B.C.E., the
internal feuds between rival Egyptian families seeking the
throne ended when the Persians arrived with the army of
CAMBYSES.

’Adjib (Merpubia, Enezib, Anedjib) (fl. c¢. 2700
B.C.E.) Fifth ruler of the First Dynasty

His name meant “Strong of Heart” or “Safe is His Heart.”
’Adjib is the first Egyptian ruler in the Saqqara KING LIST.

agate 9

MANETHO, the Ptolemaic Period historian, credits Adjib
with a reign of 26 years, but he is now believed to have
ruled only 14 years. "Adjib is probably the first ruler to be
recognized by most areas of Lower and Upper Egypt as
the ruler of united Egypt. He conducted military cam-
paigns to gain territories and to consolidate his position.
His principal wife was TARSET, or Betresh, the mother of
his heir, SEMERKHET.

He built two tomb complexes, one at SAQQARA and
one in ABYDOS, the holy city of osIris, the god of the dead.
His Abydos tomb, small and poorly constructed, had
stone vessels bearing his name. Semerkhet usurped some
pieces after succeeding him on the throne. ’Adjibs
Saqqara tomb was decorated in the “palace facade” style,
a unique design of recessed panels.

Admonitions of Ipuwer This is remarkable literary
relic dating to the First Intermediate Period (2134-2040
B.C.E.), or perhaps later. Egypt, bereft of a strong royal
house, suffered a series of rival kingdoms during this
time and a reversal of the traditional social customs. The
Admonitions are profoundly pessimistic for this reason,
questioning the cosmic implications of Egypts fallen
state. The text was discovered in the Leiden Papyrus 344,
having been copied from an earlier version by Nineteenth
Dynasty scribes (1307-1196 B.C.E.). Ipuwer calls for a
strong pharaoh to restore the spirit of MA'AT, justice, piety,
and peace to the Nile kingdoms. Such didactic literature
was always popular in Egypt.
See also LITERATURE.

Adule A site on the Red Sea near Massawa, Adule was
used as a hunting ground for wild elephants by PTOLEMY
11 PHILADELPHUS (r. 285—-246 B.C.E.) and PTOLEMY III EUER-
GETES (1. 246-221 B.C.E.). Adule and other nearby areas
on the shores of the Red Sea were occupied by the
Egyptians over the centuries, eventually becoming
trade centers for goods imported from many distant lands
and linked to well-known TRADE routes leading to the
Nile.

afnet A head covering shown on the goddesses SELKET
and 1s1s and on a statue of TUTTANKHAMUN (r. 1333-1323
B.C.E.), discovered in his tomb. The afnet resembled
the NEMES, the royal headdress, but was not striped
and lacked the front panels. Its use was probably
restricted to royalty or to the images of divine beings,
although commoners and nobles alike wore a similar
head covering.
See also CROWNS.

agate A semiprecious stone and a variety of quartz,
agate was found in the Egyptian quarry at WADI
HAMMAMAT.

See also EGYPTIAN NATURAL RESOURCES.



10 Agatharchides

Agatharchides (fl. second century B.C.E.) Chronicler
and trade expert

He served PTOLEMY VIII EUERGETES 11 (r. 170-163,
145-116 B.C.E.) in the capital of ALEXANDRIA. Born a
Greek in Cnidus, a city on the coast of Anatolia (modern
Turkey), Agatharchides went to Egypts capital to study
the monumental archives in the LIBRARY OF ALEXANDRIA.
As a result of his scholarly reputation, he was commis-
sioned by Ptolemy’s officials to prepare a comprehensive
report on the city’s trade and commerce. Agatharchides
produced On The Red Sea, a work that used testimony
from contemporary merchants and traders. Their
accounts provide historical authenticity to the report and
offer vivid insights into the wide-ranging TRADE efforts of
that time. Agatharchides is considered one of the most
significant scholars of the second century B.C.E. He also
wrote Events in Asia and Events in Europe, now lost.

Agathocles (1) (fl. third century B.C.E.)  Prince of Thales
This prince fell victim to the political intrigues of ARsI-
NOE (2), the sister of PTOLEMY 11 PHILADELPHUS (I.
285-246 B.C.E.). The son of King LysiMACHUS, he was the
ranking heir to the throne of Thrace, a region in the mod-
ern southeastern Balkans. Agathocles faced the political
cunning of Arsinoe. She married Lysimachus and bore
him two children, viewing Agathocles as an obstacle to
the throne. He became the object of ridicule and rumors
in the court of Thrace, all designed to isolate him and to
alienate him from his father. Arsinoe and her followers
then accused him of treason, claiming he was bent on
murdering Lysimachus and taking the throne. Lysi-
machus believed the accusation and executed Agathocles.
Arsinoe did not benefit from the death, however. When
Lysimachus died, she faced her own tragic consequences
seeing her sons barred from inheriting and having to flee
to her half brother. The governor of Pergamum (modern
Bergama in Turkey), so horrified by the unjust treatment
of the Thracian prince, started a campaign of military
retribution against Lysimachus. Thrace fell to the Seleu-
cids of Syria as a result.

Agathocles (2) (d. c. 205 B.c.E) Court official and
conspirator of the Ptolemaic Period

He became powerful in the court in the reign of PTOLEMY
V EPIPHANES (r. 205-180 B.C.E.). Agathocles joined forces
with a courtier named sosiBlUs in a palace coup in
ALEXANDRIA, the capital of Egypt. Ambitious and eager to
control Ptolemy V, who was quite young, Agathocles and
Sosibius murdered the king’s mother, ARSINOE (3). Agath-
ocles served as regent for the orphaned king, but he was
unable to hold power.

Governor TLEPOLEMUS of the city of PELUSIUM (near
modern Port Said in Egypt) was so enraged by the mur-
der of Queen Arsinoe that he marched on Alexandria
with his frontier army. Along the way, Tlepolemus

announced his intentions to the Egyptian people, who
left their villages to swell the ranks of his forces. An
angry horde of Egyptians thus faced Agathocles at the
palace in the capital. He resigned on the spot and hurried
home to prepare for a flight out of the city. Ptolemy V was
carried to a large arena in Alexandria, surrounded by Tle-
polemus’s troops. There the Egyptians bowed before the
young king, swearing their loyalty. The governor then
demanded retribution for the death of Queen Arsinoe,
and Ptolemy V agreed. A crowd raced to Agathocles’
home, where they beat him to death along with his entire
family.

Agesilaus (d. 360 B.C.E.) King of Sparta in Greece
Agesilaus was critically involved in Egyptian affairs in the
reign of TEOs (1. 365-360 B.C.E.) of the Thirtieth Dynasty.
The son of Archidamus and half brother of Agis II, Agesi-
laus was a great military commander and a master of the
siege. He had a varied military career, campaigning
throughout his reign despite ill health. He was eventually
humiliated militarily and forced to add to state revenues
by hiring out as a mercenary for other rulers, such as
Teos.

The Egyptians, involved in a campaign against Pales-
tine, asked Agesilaus to aid in invasion plans. The Spar-
tans sailed to Palestine to join the Egyptians there. Teos
was beginning a series of expansion campaigns, hoping to
take Syria and oppose PERsIA on all fronts. Having the
veteran Spartans in his service promised success. Agesi-
laus, however, found Teos to be militarily naive and quar-
relsome. The two argued about troop placements, making
the veteran Spartan warrior uneasy at the thought of con-
tinuing the alliance. When he received word that Teos
was taxing the temples of Egypt to pay for his military
adventures, Agesilaus realized that the Egyptian ruler
would be short-lived on the throne. The Spartans decided
to abandon Teos, an act that greatly handicapped the
Egyptians and made the campaign extremely doubtful.

Agesilaus returned to sPARTA. There he received the
Egyptian delegates of NECTANEBO 1 (1. 360-343 B.C.E.),
who was a nephew of Teos. Agesilaus agreed that Teos
would not remain on the throne because of his ill-advised
policies and his unfit temperament. In order to hold on
to their power, Teos’s relatives proposed to depose him.
Agesilaus agreed to the overthrow and aided Nectanebo’s
cause, standing at his side at his coronation. Agesilaus
died at the age of 84 while journeying home to Sparta
from the coronation.

agriculture This was the bountiful occupation of
ancient Egyptians from predynastic times (before 3000
B.C.E.) that enabled them to transform an expanse of
semiarid land into rich fields after each inundation of the
Nile. Agriculture in Egypt always depended upon the
pooling of resources and labor so that the mineral-rich



waters of the Nile could be introduced inland for fertil-
ization of lands. Early farmers dug trenches from the Nile
shore to the farmlands, using draw wells, crude irrigation
tools, and then the SHADUE a primitive machine that
allowed them to raise levels of water from the Nile into
canals. The shaduf was introduced into Egypt by the HYK-
sos, or Asiatics (1600-1500 B.C.E.). Fields thus irrigated
produced abundant annual crops.

From the Predynastic Period, agriculture was the
mainstay of the Egyptian economy. Most Egyptians were
employed in agricultural labors, either on their own lands
or on the estates of the temples or nobles. Control of irri-
gation became a major concern, and provincial officials
were held responsible for the regulation of water. The
storage of crops occurred at the local level and at royal
granaries in the capital, and assessors were sent from the
capital to the provinces to collect taxes in the form of
grain. The local temples of the gods also had vast fields,
with their own irrigation needs. The temples had storage
units and were subject to taxes in most eras, unless
exempted for a particular reason or favor.

I-"'-n.'-t, L o
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Agriculture began in the FalyUM and in the DELTA
regions well before the start of the Dynastic Period, c.
2920 B.C.E. Normally the Egyptians plowed the fields
with oxen, and teams of two men each worked to form
shallow furrows for the seeds. One man guided the plow,
and the other led the oxen through the designated pat-
tern. Some tomb reliefs depict the activity and show a
second plow being dragged behind the first one. The sec-
ond implement turned up the earth between the furrows.
If the farmers wanted only the top layer of soil tilled in
any season, they used lighter plows, normally pushed by
the farm workers. In any case the furrows had to be bro-
ken up after the initial plowing. Men and women entered
the fields with simple wooden hoes to break up the
clumps of earth. The sowing of the fields was a two-part
activity in most areas. The farmers put the seed in the
earth and then drove herds of sheep or swine into the
fields to trample the seeds deep into the furrows. Nor-
mally crops were harvested with sickles. Barley, emmer,
and other grains were gathered with such tools and taken
to the local threshing areas, where again animals were

A tomb display of agriculture, dating to the New Kingdom Period and portraying harvesters in the fields. (Hulton Archive.)
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employed. The harvest was carried on the backs of don-
keys or asses, and at the storage areas the crops were
ground by oxen.

The first fruits of each harvest were reserved for the
local gods and the temples. The deity min (1), popular
throughout Egypt, was offered praise for each crop drawn
from the earth. ALTARS were sometimes erected to provide
adequate rituals, and granary officials, priests, or govern-
ment representatives were on hand for all harvests, mea-
suring the crops for tax assessments. These harvest
celebrations were always attended by the entire popula-
tions of the nearby districts, and the people gave thanks
to the Nile and to the agricultural patrons for the abun-
dance of another year.

EGYPTIAN CROPS AND PRODUCTS

The Egyptians used the main cereal crops of their fields
for the staples of their daily diets: emmer for bread and
barley for beer. Wheat was not known along the Nile
until the Ptolemaic Period (304-30 B.C.E.). Early Egyp-
tians also raised chickpeas and lentils, pomegranates, let-
tuce (of various varieties), onions, carob, garlic, and
plants used for oils, such as sesame. Honey collected
from hives was used as a sweetener, and there were
condiments, spices, and oils, including sesame and olive.
Most commoners did not enjoy the luxury of meat as part
of their daily lives. Herds of cattle were large in many
eras, however, and the Egyptians liked beef, mutton,
pork—which was restricted in some eras—and goat. It is
probable that certain species of antelope supplemented
diets as well.

The Nile provided a variety of fish for the table, and
the Egyptians became skilled at catching them. Fish were
netted or caught in baskets, while spearfishing and
angling were done from small rafts made of papyrus.
There appear to have been some religious restrictions
regarding the eating of at least one particular type of fish
in particular districts. This custom was observed by
priests and by the upper classes, while commoners gath-
ered whatever came their way.

The Nile also provided a variety of waterfowl, which
were caught in clap-nets and taken to poultry yards for
slaughter. The two halves of the net were spread over an
area and then snapped shut to ensnare the fowl. These
fowl, however, were probably reserved for the upper
classes. Pigeons were as common in ancient times as now
and were used as a food source, perhaps even raised for
that purpose. Ducks and geese were also plentiful, and
during the New Kingdom (1550-1070 B.C.E.), chickens
were introduced into the Nile Valley.

Grapes were grown in the western Delta and in the
oases, and the Baharia Oasis was famous for its quality
wines. The Egyptians drank both red and white wines,
and the vineyards labeled them according to quality and
variety. The favorite beverage of both poor and rich alike,
however, was barley beer, made everywhere and kept in

vats. Pomegranate and date wines were also available.
Other useful crops were the papyrus, date palm, and flax.
Such plants produced sources of fibers and other materi-
als.

HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS OF THE FAIYUM

One of the first necessities for the evolving Egyptian
nation was to control the Nile River, which inundated the
land throughout its valley each year with deposits of silt
and mud. In the FArYum, where Predynastic Period inhab-
itants had discovered the ease with which they could turn
to agricultural pursuits, efforts were made to channel the
water coming through the Bahr Yusef into the region.
Dikes, canals, and ditches were dug in the Old Kingdom
(2575-2134 B.C.E.), but the major renovations were
accomplished by the pharaohs of the Twelfth Dynasty,
especially by AMENEMHET 111 (1844-1797 B.C.E.).

The purpose of the irrigation systems and hydraulic
projects was to extend the time during which the Nile
waters could be made available to fields in the western
Delta and the Faiyum. The Nile had formed Lake MOERIS
there in the Predynastic Period, and the Egyptians started
building a retaining wall some 27 miles long, a construc-
tion which provided them with 27,000 acres of farmland.
During the flood period, the Nile provided new water for
the lake, and the water was carefully channeled into
depressions that were dug from the soil by hand. Regula-
tors, such as matted covers and wooden slats, provided
control over the flow of the water. It has been estimated
that Lake Moeris doubled in size during inundations, and
most of its water was directed into other depressions or
into channels that led to a vast irrigation-ditch complex.

Sluices and narrow ravines were devised for regulat-
ing irrigation, and gullies were cut into the natural banks
or placed in the retaining walls at various points so that
water could be stored or used as the seasons and the
crops demanded. These sluices were covered with the
same reed mats and kept under constant supervision by a
unit of trained irrigation experts. The mats were lowered
or raised according to the requirements of distant fields
that were connected to the water reserve by channels. All
of the hydraulic system components required constant
vigilance and repairs, and these were carried out through-
out the year. When the shaduf was introduced by the
Hyksos in the Second Intermediate Period (1640-1532
B.C.E.), the movement of water was greatly improved.
Crops could be rotated and an additional growing season
coaxed from the Faiyum because of the ability of crews to
transfer water efficiently.

Though the Egyptians had a skillfully designed
hydraulic system, they did not have earthmoving equip-
ment. Hundreds of able-bodied men came into an area
and simply dug out the ground in a desired region. The
earth was put into baskets, which were carried away to a
particular point where a wall was needed or where
mounds could protect various crops or estates. The



assembly line of diggers, basket carriers, and mound
builders worked ceaselessly until the new reservoir was
completed and filled. Such a feat was accomplished in the
reign of AMENHOTEP 11 (1391-1353 B.C.E.). Amenhotep
111 built a vast resort, MALKATA, on the western shore of
the Nile at THEBES, including a lake for the royal barges
dug out of the ground by crews of workmen who accom-
plished the ruler’s will in just over two weeks.

The fall of the New Kingdom in 1070 B.C.E. did not
hinder agriculture in Egypt. The farmers simply turned to
local NOME administrators and continued their seasonal
routines. Some dynasties, ruling a century or two, made
efforts to reclaim the Faiyum, and the Ptolemies (304-30
B.C.E.) added royal residences and new innovations to the
fields, introducing advanced systems of irrigation and
crop controls. The Greek methods supplemented the tra-
ditional ones, adding to the fertility of the Nile Valley.
During the Ptolemaic Period agriculture was a state con-
trolled industry.

Seeds, grains, and textile plants, as well as tools, were
lent to the farmers by the state-operated agricultural
offices, and designated crops were grown throughout the
Nile Valley according to the seasons and the schedules
mandated. The crops were repayments to the state and
had to be delivered to the same agencies. The Ptolemies
coordinated the agricultural output of Egypt with current
trade systems.

The Romans, aware of Egypt as “the bread basket of
the world,” took control in 30 B.C.E. and maintained regi-
mented improvements in the important agricultural dis-
tricts. Other farmers, isolated and unconcerned about
political rivalries or changes, continued tilling the land,
irrigating their fields, and reaping bountiful harvests.

See FOODS, NILE.
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rial Egypt. Oxford, U.K.: Oxford University Press, 1984;
Kemp, Barry J. Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of a Civilization.
London: Routledge, 1989; Spencer, A. J. Early Egypt: The
Rise of Civilization in the Nile Valley. London: British
Museum Press, 1993.

Agrippa, Marcus Vipsanius (d. 12 B.c.e.) Friend and
adviser to Octavian (later Augustus)

Agrippa was largely responsible for the military campaign
that resulted in the crushing defeat of the combined army
and fleet of Egypt under Marc ANTONY and Queen
CLEOPATRA VII in 31 B.C.E. at the battle of ACTIUM. A com-
moner born in 63 B.C.E., Agrippa was a constant compan-
ion to Octavian, nephew to Julius CAESAR and the future
Emperor AuGUsTUSs. When Octavian entered into military
training in 45 B.C.E., Agrippa accompanied him. He sub-
sequently stood at Octavian’s side at Caesar’s funeral in
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44 B.C.E. and was a formidable representative of Octavian
in the period after Caesar’s assassination, during which
his friend came into possession of extensive wealth and
consolidated his political power. Agrippa was also instru-
mental in arranging the union of Octavian and Antony in
the extermination of the Liberators, Caesar’s assassins, in
particular Brutus.

After the defeat of the Liberators, Agrippa was Octa-
vian’s chief lieutenant, defeating Antony’s brother, Lucius,
in the Perusine War in 40 B.C.E. and suppressing a rebel-
lion in Gaul. Returning in triumph to Rome, Agrippa was
elected consul and then, in 37, was appointed admiral.
He spent the next six years cleansing parts of the
Mediterranean of pirates, including Sextus Pompey, the
son of Pompey the Great, who had been reduced to pirat-
ing after the defeat of his father by Julius Caesar.

In 31 B.C.E., Agrippa joined Octavian at Actium
where the Romans faced the fleet and army of Cleopatra
and Marc Antony. Agrippa commanded the left wing, but
just as important as his tactical skill was his invention of
the harpax, a grappling hook fired by a catapult at an
enemy vessel, which then permitted the vessel’s capture
by the superior Roman marines. The harpax was pivotal
to the success of the Romans at Actium and the defeat of
both the fleet and the ambitions of Cleopatra VII and her
lover, Marc Antony.

When Octavian became Augustus, Agrippa con-
ducted a census of the provinces, from 29 to 28 B.C.E. He
found life in Rome, with its intrigue and competition for
the favor of Augustus, not to his taste, however. At his
request, he was posted to the eastern provinces. There he
added to his reputation for administrative talent. Recalled
to Rome, he rebuilt much of the Eternal City, including
the Panthera, and founded colonies in Phoenicia (mod-
ern Lebanon).

He wed Caecillia, the daughter of Pomponius Atti-
cus, divorcing her to marry Marcella, the wealthy niece
of Augustus. That marriage resulted in the birth of Vip-
sania Agrippina, the first wife of Emperor Tiberius. In 21
B.C.E., when he was recalled to Rome, he married Julia,
Augustus’s daughter. She bore him three sons and a
daughter.

A-Group An independent people in Upper NUBIA
(modern Sudan) from c. 3100-2800 B.C.E, the A-Group
were also designated as being from “the LAND OF THE
BOW.” The rulers of these people had considerable local
power and resources. Their graves contained gold jewelry
and finely made pottery. Egyptian and other foreign items
found in these graves indicate a trade system that reached
into the Mediterranean. Other groups in the area became
enemies of the A-Group, but the B-Group appears par-
tially related. Egypts pharaohs of the First Dynasty
(2920-2770 B.C.E.) annexed part of Nubia and the A-
Group people formed the new colony.
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Aha (Hor-Aha, Menes) (d. c. 2900 B.C.E.) First ruler
of the First Dynasty (. 29202575 B.C.E.)

A Thinite, who could trace his lineage to THINIS, near
ABYDOS in Upper Egypt, he was also called Hor-Aha, the
“Fighting Hawk.” Aha is now believed to be the leg-
endary MENES, as the name Men appears as one of his
ROYAL NAMES. In the tomb of his mother, NEITHOTEP, how-
ever, a small ivory was discovered that depicted Aha and
Menes side by side. Aha’s relationship to NARMER, who
started the unification of Egypt, is also open to specula-
tion. Neithotep is believed to have been a consort of
Narmer, given to him to seal alliances with local Delta
clans.

Aha is the ruler recorded as founding the city of
MEMPHIS, known also as Ineb Hedj, the White Walled.
The capital was formed by Aha when he deflected the
course of the Nile with a dam south of the present site.
Memphis bore the name Hiku-Ptah, or Hut-Ka-Ptah,
translated as “the Mansion of the Soul of Ptah.” The
Greeks transformed that into Aigyptos, the modern desig-
nation of the land. Although Aha did not control all of
Egypt, he consolidated his power in Memphis and began
a central government. He even managed to claim land in
NUBIA, modern Sudan, conducting a campaign there and
commemorating the event with a wooden label found in
Abydos.

Aha established trade with Palestine and Syria while
campaigning to bring more of Egypt under his control. A
temple honoring the god PTAH was erected at Memphis in
Aha’s reign, and he built a shrine to the goddess NEITH in
sals in the eastern Delta. Aha also established the cult of
the Apis bulls in the capital.

The historian MANETHO credits him with about 63
years on the throne, mentioning that he is supposed to
have been slain by a hippopotamus. Another legend
claims that he was saved from enemies by riding on the
back of a crocodile. Aha built a temple in the Faiyum to
SOBEK, the crocodile deity.

Queen BERENIB was his consort, or the ranking
queen. Aha’s son and heir, DJER, was the child of a lesser
ranked queen, HENT (1), and he also wed TEy. These
women probably were buried beside Aha in SAQQARA, the
necropolis, of Memphis. Aha’s CENOTAPH tomb at Abydos
erected at Umm el-Ga’ab, is the largest in the area. It is a
brick-lined structure, rectangular in form and adorned
with corner bastions and towers. A subterranean chamber
was designed for burial, and wooden poles were used in
the construction. Servants and courtiers were slain or
died willingly to accompany Aha into the next world at
Abydos.

His tomb in Saqqara is a pit cut into the rock, with
27 magazines on the ground level and five subterranean
chambers. Made of mud brick, this tomb was decorated
with the “palace facade” design. A boat pit on the north
side of the tomb contained a SOLAR BOAT. There were
enclosure walls provided as well. The remains of young

Egyptian men were found in the complex, obviously slain
or dying by their own hand to accompany Aha into eter-
nity. There were also seven young lions buried in sub-
sidiary graves in the complex of Aha, the animals
representing royal strength.

Ahenobarbus, Gnaeus Domitius (d. c¢. 31 B.C.E.)
Roman general and supporter of the various Roman factions
in Egypt
Ahenobarbus aided Marc ANTONY in his effort to become
master of the Roman world. The son of a prominent fam-
ily that wielded much influence in the Roman Senate, he
bore the name Ahenobarbus, or “red beard,” because of
the traditional tale that a distant ancestor had his beard
turned that color by the gods Castor and Pollux. He was
also noted as the grandfather of the future emperor Nero.
Originally Ahenobarbus backed Brutus and the Lib-
erators who had assassinated Julius CAESAR, calling for
the continuation of the Roman Republic. Following the
defeat of the Republicans after Caesar’s assassination in
44 B.C.E., Ahenobarbus fled Rome and was forced to sur-
vive by working as a pirate in the Mediterranean. In 40
B.C.E., he was reconciled with Marc Antony (who had
declared himself against the Liberators), serving him as
the governor of Anatolia (modern Turkey) until 35 B.C.E.
He was a consul of Rome when Marc Antony and OCTA-
VIAN, the future Augustus and first emperor of Rome,
proved unable to remain political allies. Ahenobarbus
went with Antony to ALEXANDRIA, Egypt, but soon found
CLEOPATRA VII (51-30 B.C.E.), Antony’s famed lover, to be
an evil influence. He charged that she was opposed to tra-
ditional Roman values and, when Antony declined to
heed his counsel, Ahenobarbus deserted Antony’s cause
just before the Battle of AcTium in 31 B.C.E. He died soon
after, supposedly of remorse, but probably from a termi-
nal illness. His foul temper was legendary.

Ah’hotep (1) (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal woman of
the Seventeenth Dynasty
She was the consort of Sekenenre 140 11 (¢. 1560 B.C.E.)
and the mother of the founder of the New Kingdom,
"AHMOSE (1. 1550-1525 B.C.E.). The daughter of Senakh-
tenre TAO 1 and Queen TETISHERI, Ah’hotep was raised in
DEIR EL-BAAS, just north of Thebes, during the period in
which the HYKsOs, or Asiatics, ruled the northern terri-
tories. She bore two sons, KAMOSE and ’Ahmose, and two
daughters, ’AHMOSE-NEFERTARI and ’AHMOSE-HETEMPET.
When Ta’o II began the war of unification, Ah’hotep
stood as guardian of the Theban throne. She received
Ta’o’s body when he was slain and then sent her first-
born son, Kamose, on the same crusade. Kamose died in
1550, and ’Ahmose became the new ruler. Ah’hotep
served as regent for this young son, marrying him to his
sister, ’Ahmose-Nefertari, who was possibly Kamose’s
widow. For almost 10 years, Ah’hotep ruled the Theban



lands of southern Egypt, maintaining an uneasy peace
with the Hyksos. When 'Ahmose began his spectacular
campaign against the Asiatics, Ah’hotep maintained order
and recruited more and more units for the army. Her
name was linked with that of ’"Ahmose in inscriptions, as
in the fortress of BUHEN, south of ASWAN on the Nile.

She died at the age of 90 after the nation was unified,
and she was given a vast mortuary complex at THEBES,
being buried near Kamose. Magnificent offerings were
provided for her burial, including a ceremonial ax (a mil-
itary honor) and a golden boat mounted on a wooden
chariot with bronze wheels. ’Ahmose praised her on a
stela at KARNAK, saying: “She is the one who performed
the rites and cared for Egypt.” The immense coffin of
Abh’hotep was found in 1881, used for PINUDJEM (1). Her
mummified remains were discovered in a small tomb
near the entrance to the VALLEY OF THE KINGS. No original
tomb has been identified.

Ah’hotep (2) (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal woman of
the Eighteenth Dynasty

She was the consort of AMENHOTEP 1 (r. 1525-1504
B.C.E.). The daughter of ’AHMOSE and Queen ’AHMOSE-
NEFERTARI, Ah’hotep married her brother and is listed as
“King’s Daughter, Kings Wife, King’s Mother.” Amen-
hotep I, however, died without an heir. The son born to
him by Ah’hotep died in infancy. This baby, AMUNEMHET
(1), was discovered in a cache of mummies alongside his
aunt, 'AHMOSE-MERYTAMON. Ah’hotep was buried in
THEBES.

’Ahmose (Nebpehtiré) (d. 1525 B.c.E.) Founder of the
Eighteenth Dynasty and the New Kingdom
’Ahmose, whose name means “The Moon Arises,” reigned
from 1550 B.C.E. until his death. ’Ahmose’s dynasty also
opened the historical period called the New Kingdom
(1550-1070 B.C.E.). He was the son of Sekenenre TAO 11
and Queen AH'HOTEP (1) at THEBES, and the brother of
KAMOSE, the last ruler of the Seventeenth Dynasty.
Kamose and Ta’o II had waged war against the HYKSOS, or
Asiatics, who had usurped the northeastern regions of
Egypt and had perished in the attempt. ’Ahmose suc-
ceeded to the throne of Thebes when Kamose died.
Young at the time, '’Ahmose was unable to take
advantage of Kamose’s gains. The Hyksos regrouped and
captured HELIOPOLIS. For perhaps a decade ’Ahmose was
served by his mother as his regent, and she consolidated
his southern holdings and prepared him to lead an army
northward. ’Ahmose brought a military cunning and an
administrative genius to bear on the war and on the sub-
sequent decades of his reign. ’Ahmose moved against
AVARIS, the Hyksos capital in the eastern DELTA, using
land forces and ships that were able to navigate the east-
ern branches of the Nile. Placing Avaris under siege,
’Ahmose had to put down a rebellion of priests in another
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area with a small fleet and several units of the army.
"AHMOSE, SON OF EBANA, present at these military cam-
paigns, detailed the activities in his funerary hieroglyphs.
Other details are available from the tomb of "AHMOSE-PEN
NEKHEBET, another contemporary.

After a long period, Avaris surrendered, and the Hyk-
sos fled into Sharuhen, a fortress in southwestern Pales-
tine. The Egyptians followed there as well, placing
Sharuhen under siege. While the army kept the Hyksos
sealed inside their fortress in Palestine, ’Ahmose faced
another revolt. This rebellion was instituted by AATA, a
ruler of KERMEH, a region south of Aswan, who faced
’Ahmose and his armies. ’Ahmose won the battle and
took Aata prisoner. The troops of Aata were given as
slaves to the veteran Egyptian soldiers. ’Ahmose then
established the viceroyalty, or governorship, of Kush, or
NUBIA (modern Sudan), with the administrative offices
located on the ELEPHANTINE Island at Aswan. A trusted
companion, ’AHMOSE SITAYET, was named to this position.
A second Nubian campaign settled the region.

Sharuhen surrendered after three, or possibly six,
years, and the Egyptians followed the Hyksos all the way
into modern Syria. They fought battles there to rid them-
selves of Hyksos survivors, and when that campaign
ended, ’Ahmose turned to the matter of a national gov-
ernment. He rewarded his loyal followers with land
grants and rebuilt canals and irrigation systems. Mines
and QUARRIES were opened and foreign TRADE resumed.
An inscription at MASARA states that in his 22nd year of
rule, ’Ahmose opened the quarry there for limestone to
be used at Heliopolis and for AMUN’s temple at OPET, now
part of LUXOR. The MASARA STELA, erected by an official
named NEFERPERET, states that captured Hyksos oxen
were used to drag the quarried stones to the barges on the
Nile. ’Ahmose returned to the campaign in Palestine and
on the Mediterranean coast in his later years. A STELA put
up on the Euphrates River in modern Iraq by TUTHMOSIS 1
(r. 1504-1492 B.C.E.) refers to ’Ahmose being on the
banks of that river in his own era.

’Ahmose’s chief consort was ’Ahmose-Nefertari, and
they had several children: AMENHOTEP 1 (his heir),
"AHMOSE-SIPAIR, SIAMUN (2), and Ramose. His daughters
were ’AHMOSE-MERYTAMON and AH'HOTEP (2). Other con-
sorts were ’AHMOSE-IN-HAPI and THENT HEP, the mother of
Princess Hent Temehu. TETISHERI, his grandmother, coun-
seled him in his early years, as did his mother, Ah’hotep
(1). A unique BUILDING INSCRIPTION depicts ’Ahmose and
’Ahmose-Nefertari seated together in the royal residence.
This ABYDOS commemorative, a stela six and a half feet
high and three feet wide, describes how the royal couple
planned the great mortuary memorials for his mother,
Ab’hotep, and his grandmother, Tetisheri.

’Ahmose was about 35 years old when he died in
1525 B.C.E. His tomb was erected at DRA-ABU EL-NAGA on
the western shore of Thebes, and a second false tomb was
erected in Abydos with a terraced temple. This was a true
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pyramid with scenes of his expulsion of the Hyksos.
’Ahmose’s funerary complex cult continued for a long
time after his death. His remains were found in DEIR EL-
BAHRI in 1881, not in his undiscovered tomb, and they
were wreathed in pale blue delphiniums. ’Ahmose’s mum-
mified remains were also protected by a covering of
tough black resin. He was buried in a large cedar coffin.
Forensic studies indicate that ’Ahmose was of medium
height, somewhat thin, with a firm chin and good teeth.
He suffered from arthritis and scoliosis, both diseases
prominent in the dynasty. ’Ahmose was not circumcised,
although it was a custom of the time.

’Ahmose II See AMASIS.

’Ahmose (1) (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal woman of
the Eighteenth Dynasty

She was the Great Wife, or ranking consort, of TUTHMOSIS 1
(r. 1504-1492 B.C.E.). Although she is sometimes men-
tioned as a daughter of ’AHMOSE and sister of AMENHOTEP
1, in her titles she is called “King’s Sister” but not “King’s
Daughter.” She may have been the daughter of Prince
"AHMOSE-ANKH.

She was given in marriage to Tuthmosis I when he
was designated as the heir of Amenhotep 1. ’Ahmose bore
four children: her sons AMENMOSE and WADJMOSE, and
her daughters NEFERUKHEB and HATSHEPSUT. Neither of
’Ahmose’s sons was designated as heir to the throne.
Neferukheb died young, and Hatshepsut became a queen-
pharaoh of Egypt.

’Ahmose was celebrated in the temple reliefs erected
by Hatshepsut, who ruled from 1473 to 1458 B.C.E. The
temple is at DEIR EL-BAHRI on the western shore of the
Nile at Thebes. These inscriptions and a portrait were
designed to validate Hatshepsut's usurpation of the
throne. ’Ahmose is described as having been visited by
the god aMuN, who fathered Hatshepsut in a shower of
gold. She did not live to see her daughter raised to the
throne, as she died at a young age. The portraits of Queen
’Ahmose depict a vigorous, handsome woman.

’Ahmose (2) (fl. 15th century B.C.E.) Prince of the Eigh-
teenth Dynasty

The son of AMENHOTEP 11 (r. 1427-1401 B.C.E.), he was
not the designated heir to the throne and served as the
high priest of the god RE at HELIOPOLIS. A burial stela at
the cemetery of the MNEVis bulls, the THEOPHANIES of the
god Ré in some eras, was discovered bearing his name.
His burial site remains undocumented.

’Ahmose-ankh (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Prince of the
Eighteenth Dynasty

The son of ’AHMOSE (r. 1550-1525 B.C.E.), this prince is
an obscure figure but is reported in some lists to have
been the original heir to the throne. When ’Ahmose-ankh

died, ’AHMOSE-SIPAIR became the heir and possibly co-
regent, also dying before ’Ahmose. AMENHOTEP 1 became
the second king of the dynasty. It is possible that Queen
"AHMOSE (1), the consort of TUTHMOSIS 1 (1504-1492
B.C.E.), was a daughter of Prince ’Ahmose-ankh.

’Ahmose-Hetempet (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal
woman of the Seventeenth Dynasty

’Ahmose-Hetempet was a daughter of Sekenenré A0 11
(c. 1560 B.C.E.) and Queen AHHOTEP (1). Her mummified
remains were discovered in DEIR EL-BAHRI in 1881.
’Ahmose-Hetempet had dark hair and was discovered in a
sycamore coffin. Her original tomb has not been located.

’Ahmose-Hettinehu (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal
woman of the Seventeenth Dynasty

She was a daughter of Sekenenré 140 11 (c. 1560 B.C.E.)
and Queen 'AHMOSE-IN-HAPI. Her remains were found at
DEIR EL-BAHRI, damaged and refurbished. ’Ahmose-Het-
tinehu’s coffin was made of acacia and saved from her
original vandalized tomb.

’Ahmose-In-Hapi (fl.  16th
woman of the Seventeenth Dynasty
She was a secondary consort of Sekenenré A0 11 (c. 1560
B.C.E.) and the mother of Princess ’AHMOSE-HETTINEHU.
’Ahmose-In-Hapi’s remains are those of a strong woman,
and her dark hair was in plaits. She was a daughter of
Senakhtenré TAO 1.

century B.C.E.) Royal

’Ahmose-Merytamon (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal
woman of the Eighteenth Dynasty

She was a lesser-ranked consort of AMENHOTEP 1
(1525-1504 B.C.E.) and the daughter of ’AHMOSE and the
half sister of Amenhotep I. Little is known of her life, but
her remains provide extensive evidence of arthritis and
scoliosis, diseases prominent in her royal line. Her
mummy was discovered in a cache of royal remains at
DEIR EL-BAHRI, moved from her original tomb on the west
bank of the Nile at Thebes. The mummy of an infant
prince, AMUNEMHET (1), her nephew, was found beside
her remains. ’"Ahmose-Merytamon’s body was badly dam-
aged, and her arms were broken off her body.

’Ahmose-Nefertari (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal
woman of the Eighteenth Dynasty

She was the daughter of Sekenenré TAO 11 and Queen
AHHOTEP (1) and the wife of ’AmMOSE (r. 1550-1525
B.C.E.). ’Ahmose-Nefertari probably married her brother,
KAMOSE, the last ruler of the Seventeenth Dynasty, who
died in 1550 B.C.E. while engaged in a war with the nyk-
S0s, or Asiatics, in the northeastern DELTA. When ’Ahmose
came to the throne at a young age, she became his Great
Wife, or ranking queen. She was ’Ahmose’s sister.



’Ahmose-Nefertari played a unique role in founding
the Eighteenth Dynasty and the New Kingdom historical
period with her husband. She was visible to Egyptian soci-
ety in all phases of rebuilding the nation after the expul-
sion of the Hyksos by ’Ahmose and his forces. Inscriptions
in the siNAI Peninsula and on sAL 1SLAND at the third
cataract of the Nile, in modern Sudan, include her name
and rank. The “BUILDING INSCRIPTION” erected in ABYDOS
relates how '’Ahmose and '’Ahmose-Nefertari sat together
to plan the great mortuary complexes for their mother,
Ab’hotep (1), and their grandmother, Queen TETISHERI.
Their recorded conversation is tenderly described, con-
cerned with fulfilling obligations to these deceased
women who had guided Egypt during the Hyksos crisis.

’Ahmose-Nefertari bore the heir, AMENHOTEP I; Prince
"AHMOSE-SIPAIR (one of the original heirs); Prince Ramose;
Princess AH'HOTEP (2); and other daughters. She survived
’Ahmose and counseled Amenhotep I (r. 1525-1504
B.C.E.) during the early years of his reign, having the title
“Female Chieftain of Upper and Lower Egypt.” Many
honors were bestowed upon ’Ahmose-Nefertari by the
court because of her prior role as queen regent. When she
died at the age of 70, she was given a portion of Amen-
hotep’s mortuary temple on the western shore of the Nile
at THEBES. Her mortuary cult—the daily offerings and cer-
emonies made at her tomb—remained popular for almost
a century.

’Ahmose-Nefertari was the first Egyptian royal
woman to be designated the “Gop’s WIFE OF AMUN.” This
title, associated with the deity AMUN, assumed powerful
attributes in later eras, providing dynasties with unique
political powers. Some lists indicate that she was alive
when TUTHMOSIS 1 came to the throne as Amenhotep I’s
heir. At the death of Amenhotep I in 1504 B.C.E., he and
’Ahmose-Nefertari were deified as the patrons of Thebes.
’Ahmose-Nefertari also founded an order of upper-class
women, called the “Divine Votaresses of Karnak.” The
unusual depictions of ’Ahmose-Nefertari in blue-black
tones of deification reflect her status and cult, which
remained popular for centuries. The mummified remains
of ’Ahmose-Nefertari were discovered in DEIR EL-BAHRI in
damaged condition. She was almost bald and had on a
human-hair wig. Her front teeth were prominent, a physi-
cal trait inherited from her line, and her right hand had
been removed.

’Ahmose-Pen Nekhebet (fl. 16th century B.C.E.)
Courtier and military officer of the Eighteenth Dynasty

He served in the reign of ’AHMOSE (r. 1550-1525 B.C.E.),
and, like "AHMOSE, SON OF EBANA, another military chroni-
cler of the era, ’Ahmose-Pen Nekhebet was a noble from
Nekheb (modern ELKAB). The military campaigns that led
to the expulsion of the HYKSOs, or Asiatics, from Egypt by
’Ahmose are clearly recorded in ’Ahmose-Pen Nekhebets
tomb. On the walls of the tomb in Elkab, he chronicles
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’Ahmose’s campaigns, including the battle with AAta and
the Nubian forces south of Aswan in modern Sudan.

He lived to take part in at least one campaign con-
ducted by AMENHOTEP 1 (r. 1525-1504 B.C.E.). ’Ahmose-
Pen Nekhebet received many honors during his lifetime,
and his tomb chronicles have served succeeding genera-
tions by providing a precise and clear firsthand account
of his tumultuous era. Some records indicate that he lived
until the reign of HATSHEPSUT (r. 1473-1458 B.C.E.)

’Ahmose—Sipair (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Prince and pos-
sible coruler of the Eighteenth Dynasty

He was the son of ’AHMOSE (r. 1550-1525 B.C.E.) and
Queen '’AHMOSE-NEFERTARI, and possibly served as coruler
with his father. His tomb, which was erected on the west-
ern shore of THEBES, displays insignias reserved for kings.
’Ahmose-Sipair died before he could inherit the throne,
and AMENHOTEP 1, his brother, became the second ruler of
the New Kingdom Period. Another brother, Prince
"AHMOSE-ANKH, had been the original heir but had died
young. The mummified remains of Prince ’Ahmose-Sipair
were found in DFIR EL-BAHRI, tied to a stick and in a
sycamore coffin, having been recovered from his vandal-
ized tomb.

’Ahmose Sitayet (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Vizier of the
Eighteenth Dynasty

’Ahmose Sitayet was appointed by ’AHMOSE (r. 1550-1525
B.C.E.) as the viceroy of Kush, or Nusla, the territory
south of AswaN (in modern Sudan). He accompanied
’Ahmose in the military campaigns against AATA and the
Nubian rebellion, and after the Egyptian victory he was
appointed VIZIER, or governor, of the region, a post that
carried the title “King’s Son of Kush.” In this capacity
’Ahmose Sitayet lived at Aswan on the ELEPHANTINE
Island. There he administered the mines and quarries of
the region and supervised the extensive trade campaigns
conducted by the Egyptians from forts extending south-
ward on the Nile, outposts dating to the Middle Kingdom
era (2040-1640 B.C.E.). His son, Tjuroy, succeeded him in
the post.

’Ahmose, son of Ebana (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Mili-
tary and court official of the Eighteenth Dynasty
’Ahmose, son of Ebana, served the dynastic founder,
’AHMOSE (1. 1550-1525 B.C.E.), and then AMENHOTEP 1 (r.
1525-1504 B.C.E.) and later rulers. A noble of Nekheb
(modern ELKAB), he was involved in military campaigns
of Egypt which he described on the walls of his tomb (as
did ’AHMOSE-PEN NEKHEBET). Personalized and dramatic,
these accounts provide a rare insight into the mili-
tary procedures of the era and the religious and social
processes.

He was in the campaign against A'ATA, in the Nubian
area (modern Sudan), receiving slaves and lands as his
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share in the victory of the Egyptians under ’Ahmose.
’Ahmose, son of Ebana, was the grandfather of PAHERI.

’Ahmose Tumerisy (fl. 16th century B.C.E.) Royal woman
of the Eighteenth Dynasty

She was the daughter of AMENHOTEP 1 (r. 1525-1504
B.C.E.) and Queen AH'HOTEP (2). During the reign of
TUTHMOSIS 1 (1504-1492 B.C.E.), ’Ahmose Tumerisy lived
in the royal residence of THEBES, serving perhaps as an
“auntie” to the royal children or being married to an offi-
cial. A favorite of the court, she was honored by the
pharaoh and his family. ’Ahmose Tumerisy was buried in
a platform at DEIR EL-BAHRI, on the Theban shore of the
Nile, in the complex erected by MONTUHOTEP 1 (.
2061-2010 B.C.E.). Some records indicate that she was
originally buried in DRA-ABU EL-NAGA.

Aigyptos The Greek word that gave rise to the modern
name Egypt, it was derived from the term Hiku-Ptah,
which denoted the city of MEMPHIS as “the Mansion of the
Soul of pTAR.”

Aion A deity of the Greco-Roman Period in Egypt from
332 B.C.E. to 395 C.E., he was believed to be a personifica-
tion of Time. A solar deity, associated with SERAPIS and
the Roman deity Mithras, the god was depicted in a relief
found in oxyrrHYNCHUS (1) (modern el-Bahnasa). The
panel shows a winged creature with the head of a lion,
the torso of a human, and the legs of a goat. An aura or
nimbus surrounds the god’s head. He holds keys, a torch,
and a bolt of lightning. His cult was popular only in local
areas.

Aker An ancient deity of Egypt in the form of a lion,
usually depicted in pairs, back to back, and called Akeru
in the plural, Aker was originally an earth god but
became involved in the cult of RE, which was solar in ori-
gin. He represented the eastern and western horizons of
the Underworld, or TuAaT, and faced both the sunrise and
the sunset. The Akeru guarded the solar bark of Ré on his
daily sojourns across the sky. A lion cult in Aker’s honor
was started at To Remu or LEONTOPOLIS (the modern Tel
Migdam). Akeru were depicted in the tomb of Queen
NEFERTARI, the Great Wife, or first consort, of RAMESSES 11
(1. 1290-1224 B.C.E.).

Akhenaten  (Amenhotep 1V, Neferkheperure’
Wa’en’re) (d. 1335 B.C.E.) Ninth ruler of the Eighteenth
Dynasty, called the “heretic pharaoh”

He reigned from 1353 B.C.E. until his death. Akhenaten
has been called the first monotheist or the “heretic
pharaoh” in some lists, because of his denial of the divine
pantheons of Egypt. His throne name was Neferkhepe-
ruré (translated as “Re’s transformations are perfect”), to
which he added Wa’en’re (“the unique one of Ré”).

Akhenaten served as coregent with his father, AMEN-
HOTEP 11 (r. 1391-1353 B.C.E.), maintaining the usual
cultic rituals until he married NEFERTITI, perhaps a
cousin, and possibly a daughter of Ava (2) and Tiye, com-
moners. Alternatively, Nefertiti might have been a com-
moner granddaughter of yuya and Tuya, the parents of
Queen TIYE (1). The marriage was politically advanta-
geous because Nefertiti's family came from AKHMIN, a
stronghold of aristocratic power needed by the pharaohs.

In the second year of his reign, Akhenaten began his
worship of the solar god ATEN, a deity that had been evi-
dent in the royal structures of TUTHMOSIS 1v (I
1401-1391 B.C.E.), his grandfather, and AMENHOTEP 111.
Aten was a SOLAR DISK that shone on the Nile River,
believed by some scholars to be a form of Re’-Harakhte.
The young pharaoh renounced the name Amenhotep and
called himself Akhenaten, the “Horizon of the Sun Disk”
or “He Who is of the Service to Aten.” Nefertiti became
Nefer-Nefru-Aten, meaning “Beautiful is the Beauty of
Aten.”

In the fourth year of his reign, Akhenaten and Nefer-
titi visited a site on the Nile south of modern MALLAWL
There a new capital was constructed, called Akhetaten,
“the Horizon of the Sun Disk.” This site is now known as
el’AMARNA, in honor of a tribe of Bedouins who settled
there in the 1700 C.E. Vast and marked by 14 perimeter
stelae, the new capital was six miles long, centering on
the royal residence and the temple of Aten. There were
well-planned urban districts, pools, gardens, and a royal
avenue that ran parallel to the Nile. An innovative brick
bridge, designed to connect two separate buildings and
containing an opening called the WINDOW OF APPEAR-
ANCE, where the ruler and his consort addressed guests
and bestowed honors upon courtiers who had served
with distinction, graced the royal avenue. The beautiful
and unique “Amarna style” was used in decorating the
capital, demonstrating a natural and free unison of the
arts. Akhetaten was completed in the fifth or sixth year of
Akhenaten’s reign.

Religious services in the capital were reserved for
Akhenaten alone, although he appointed a high priest in
the later years. Few others had access to the sacred
precincts; even Nefertiti was relegated to minor roles in
the daily rituals. Many ceremonies were held in the open
sunlight, a custom that brought about complaints from
foreign dignitaries. These ambassadors and legates from
other lands attended the ceremonies in honor of Aten and
suffered heatstrokes as a result.

Outside of the capital, however, the old gods of
Egypt held sway. Akhenaten closed down some temples,
confiscating the vast plantations of the priests. He also
viewed himself as the lone mediator with Aten, thus
injuring the great bureaucratic machinery that main-
tained Egypt’s vast government agencies. His destruction
of temple plantations, sources of valuable food products,
led Egypt toward economic ruin. Abuses by lesser offi-



cials and the weakening of established distribution pro-
cesses started early in his reign.

In his eighth year, Akhenaten welcomed his mother,
Queen Tiye, and his sister, BAKETAMUN, to the capital.
They accepted a villa there and remained at Akhenaten’s
side. He was still militarily active at the time, not having
established his reclusive ways or his abandonment of
Egypt as a nation. During this period he conducted a
campaign south of AswAN (in modern Sudan) and sent
troops to Egyptian vassal states in the Mediterranean
region. Mercenary troops maintained garrisons in vassal
cities. The collection of correspondence from this era is
called the ’AMARNA LETTERS. They demonstrate his mili-
tary activities.

His family life was deteriorating, however. A second
wife, K1va, possibly a MITANNI princess originally named
TADUKHIPA, bore him two sons and a daughter but then
fell out of favor. A daughter by Nefertiti, MEKET-ATEN, is
reported to have died bearing Akhenaten’s child, and by
the 12th year of his reign, Nefertiti was no longer at his
side. She was replaced by another one of her daughters,
MERYT-AMUN (1). Nefertiti remained in the capital but
resided in a separate villa, removed from religious and
social affairs. Her demise is not documented. Some his-
torical accounts state that she lived to counsel
TUT'ANKHAMUN when he took the throne in 1333 B.C.E.

After Nefertiti's exit from the palace, Akhenaten
became even more involved in the service of Aten. He
spoke of the god as a celestial pharaoh, using the sun
disks and its illuminating rays as symbols of creation.
Akhenaten’s hymn to Aten, discovered in the tomb of Aya
in ’Amarna, provides the universal theme of worship that
he tried to promote throughout the land. His agents,
however, began a program of destruction that violated the
other temples and shrines of Egypt, dismaying the com-
mon populace and making Aten unpopular.

SMENKHARE, a relative of Akhenaten, and the hus-
band of Meryt-Amun, is believed by some scholars to
have been Nefertiti in assumed guise, serving for a time
as coregent. He succeeded Akhenaten in 1335 B.C.E. but
ruled only two years, dying at the age of 20. Akhenaten
died in his 18th year of reign, 1335 B.C.E., and was buried
in ’Amarna. His remains were moved by priests when
Tutankhamun was entombed and placed somewhere in
THEBES. His capital was abandoned, and later rulers, such
as HOREMHAB (1319-1307 B.C.E.), removed stones called
TALATATS for other projects. Some 12,000 blocks from
Akhenaten’s capital at ’Amarna have been gathered from a
pylon built by Horemhab at KARNAK.

Akhenaten’s portraits intrigue modern scholars,
depicting a grotesque figure with a sagging torso and
elongated features. Some of these images indicate a dis-
ease, such as Frohlich’s Syndrome. It is possible, however,
that these statues were Osirian in style, portraying the
god of death in the stages of decomposition, a popular
artistic device in certain eras. The statues correlate to
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other innovations of the ’Amarna style of art, a won-
drously free and gifted method of expressing Egyptian
metaphysical ideals. Egyptian LITERATURE of this time
demonstrates the same creativity and limitless explo-
ration of ideas. During Akhenaten’s reign the spoken lan-
guage of Egypt was used in written texts, replacing the
formal, classical language of former periods. ’Amarna is
also famous for its potent beer, which has survived to this
day. Using the recipe discovered in the ruins of the capi-
tal, breweries in Scotland and elsewhere are marketing
that era’s refreshment.

Akhenaten has been called the world’s first monothe-
ist, but he allowed other solar deities to be displayed in
his capital at ’Amarna. He also declared himself a god, the
son of Aten, and had a high priest dedicated to his cult,
sharing his jubilee ceremonies with Aten. Akhenaten has
been recorded as being a pacifist, oblivious to the needs
of the empire. However, wall scenes at ’Amarna depict
him and Nefertiti smiting Egypt’s enemies, and he did
maintain garrisons in his territories.

The fact that Egypt entered a period of turmoil dur-
ing his reign can be attributed to his attempt at religious
reformation, a concept quite beyond the comprehension
of the average Egyptian at the time. His choice of lesser
ranked individuals, newcomers to power in his court, led
to a dismal inability to grasp foreign affairs in their full
context and to maintain the vast bureaucratic machinery
that guided Egypt over the centuries, leading to chaotic
abuses and confusion. Akhenaten was a recluse in
’Amarna for too long a period and was unable to commu-
nicate his own religious vision to the Egyptian people as
a whole.

Suggested Readings: Montserrat, Dominic. Akhenaten:
History, Fantasy and Ancient Egypt. New York: Routledge,
2000; Redford, Donald. Akhenaten. Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton Univ. Press, 1987; Weigall, Arthur. The Life and
Times of Akhnaton. New York: Cooper Square Press, 2000.

akhet (1) The season of inundation in the ancient
Egyptian calendar, the rising of Sirius, the dogstar, called
sopbu by the Egyptians and Sothis by the Greeks, sig-
naled the beginning of the annual flooding of the Nile.
When this sign appeared in the heavens the river was set
to spread over the fields and orchards along the banks,
revitalizing the land with silt and effluvium from Africa’s
core. Akhet was the first season of the year, starting as it
did with the rising of the Nile, a factor that all Egyptians
understood as basic to the nation’s vitality. Akhet was one
of the three major seasons of the Egyptian calendar year,
with a duration of four 30-day months. Akhet was fol-
lowed on the calendar by the seasons PROYET and SHOMU.
See also CALENDAR; SEASONS.

akhet (2) See HORIZON.
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Akhetaten See ’AMARNA, EL-.

Akhethotep (fl. 24th century B.C.E.) Official of the Fifth
Dynasty and the son of the vizier Ptah-hotep

Akhethotep served NIUSERRE (r. 2416-2392 B.C.E.) as
VIZIER, a position also held by his father before him. He
also served as a judge and as an overseer of priests
involved in the MORTUARY RITUALS conducted at the pyra-
mids of deceased pharaohs. His grandson, PTAH-HOTEP
(2), the great sage famous for his Maxims, was buried in
an alcove of Akhethotep’s tomb. Elaborate paintings tes-
tify to the wealth and prestige of this distinguished fam-
ily. Akhethotep’s tomb was discovered in SAQQARA, near
modern Cairo.

ARh-iker-en-Ré See ANCESTOR CULT LETTERS.

Akhlane (Akhlamu) An ancient Semitic nomadic
group in northern Syria, called “the enemies of the Assyr-
1aNs.” In the reign of AKHENATEN (Amenhotep IV, r.
1353-1335 B.C.E.), the Akhlane appear in the Egyptian
correspondence known today as the '’AMARNA LETTERS.
They are described as a vigorous clan on the Euphrates
River and in the area of the Persian Gulf. The Assyrians,
who found them a formidable foe, called them the
“Akhlamu-Aramaeans.” The Akhlane disappeared soon
after Akhenaten’s reign, possibly absorbed into other cul-
tures or renamed in later historical periods.

Akhmin (Khent Menu, Apu, Panopolis, Khemmis)
A site almost 300 miles south of modern Cairo, called
Khent Menu, or Apu by the Egyptians and Panopolis by
the Greeks. Another name, Khemmis, was derived from
the Greeks. Akhmin served as the capital of the ninth
NOME and the cultic center for the worship of the god
MIN (1). The goddess TAIT was also honored in the city. A
necropolis dating to the Sixth Dynasty (2323-2150
B.C.E.) is on the site. Recent construction uncovered a
statue of RAMESSES 11 (r. 1290-1224 B.C.E.) in Akhmin. A
second statue depicted Ramesses II's daughter, Queen
MERYAMUN. A temple dating to Egypts Eighteenth
Dynasty was also uncovered there. Egypt’s linen industry
was fostered in Akhmin in late eras. The Greek scholar
STRABO visited Akhmin in the Ptolemaic Period (304-30
B.C.E.).

Akhtoy See KHETY.

Akkadians The dynasty founded by Sargon in north-
ern Mesopotamia c. 2371 B.C.E. also used to designate
groups in the area who shared the Semitic languages, the
Akkadians adopted the Sumerian cuneiform writing sys-
tem and were represented culturally in Assyria and Baby-
lon. The Akkadian language became the lingua franca of

Egypts vast empire in the New Kingdom Period
(1550-1070 B.C.E.). The ’AMARNA LETTERS were written in
Babylonian, a late form of the Akkadian language.

Alara (fl. c. 780 B.C..) Powerful ruler of Napata, in Nubia
The kingdom of NaPATA, located in NUBIA, modern Sudan,
maintained Egyptian traditions in religious, social, and
governmental affairs. Alara was the brother of KasHTA,
who founded the Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt, ruling
from 770 to 750 B.C.E. Kashta and his successor, PIANKHI
(1), ruled only a part of Egypt in their lifetimes. The Nap-
atans would later claim all of Egypt when sHABAKA
marched northward in 712 B.C.E. and conquered the
entire Nile Valley. Alara’s daughter, TaBIRY, the mother of
Shabaka, married Piankhi. Alara’s wife was a noblewoman
named Kassaga.

alchemy A term derived from the ancient Egyptian
skill in the working of precious metals, alchemy has a
modern occult influence. The word is derived from the
Arabic al-kimia, the art of Khemet, Khem, or Kamt,
which means the Black Land—Egypt. Alchemy is thus
the “Art of Egypt.”

Alexander II See PTOLEMY XI.

Alexander [I1I] the Great (d. c. 323 B.C.E.) Conqueror
of Egypt in 332 B.C.E. and the ruler of the known world in
his era

He was the third king named Alexander in Macedonia,
the son of Philip of Macedonia and Queen oOLYMPIAS of
Epirus. Born in Philip’s capital, Pellas, in 356 B.C.E.,
Alexander was tutored for three years, from the age of 13
to 16, by Aristotle. The great philosopher was at Alexan-
der’s side when the young prince assumed the Macedo-
nian throne in 336 B.C.E. Alexander had also been
trained in military arts, in keeping with the Macedonian
tradition.

Two years later, Alexander started a campaign against
the Persian Empire and in November 333 B.C.E., the
Macedonian king and his superbly trained army defeated
the Persians under King parius 11 Codoman at GRANICUS
and 1ssus. The Persians should have won the battle of
Issus, but Macedonian resolve and Alexander’s military
acumen insured the victory for the Greeks. Darius III
tried to make peace, but Alexander refused and went to
Phoenicia, where he conquered the city of Tyre in 332.
His capture of this key site ended Persia’s power on the
Mediterranean coast. Alexander then conquered Palestine
and entered the Nile Valley. In the fall of 332 B.C.E,,
Alexander entered Egypt, claiming the territory as a rich
and valuable prize. The Persian satrap on the Nile
resisted for a time but then surrendered Egypt to the
young conqueror. Aware of the fact that the Egyptians



looked upon him as just another foreign tyrant, Alexan-
der courted them by using their own religious mecha-
nisms. He went to the famed Oasis of stwa in the LIBYAN
DESERT, where he visited the ORACLE of AMUN. This was a
shrine dedicated to the god Amun, who spoke to wor-
shipers and gave responses to questions about religious
and state affairs. Alexander was declared the true ruler of
Egypt at Siwa Oasis, and word of Amun’s recognition
spread quickly throughout the land.

He cemented this acclamation by going to MEMPHIS,
the ancient capital, to be crowned in the traditional man-
ner, including the seal of approval of the souLs OF pPE and
the souLs OF NEKHEN. Throughout Egypt rumors spread
that Alexander was the son of NECTANEBO 11, the ruler of
Egypt from 360 to 343 B.C.E. Queen Olympias was
depicted as having had an affair with Nectanebo II, with
Alexander resulting from their love. Alexander’s Egyptian
throne name was Mery-amun-Setepenre’, translated as
“Beloved of Amun, Chosen by Ré.”

Alexander also founded a new capital for the Land of
the Two Kingdoms at the site of a small village called
Rakhotis, on the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. This
city, ALEXANDRIA, would become one of the major cultural
centers of the world during the Ptolemaic and Roman
Periods. Alexandria was located in the western Nile Delta
and was provided with an offshore causeway, connected
to a small island to provide safe harbor for trading ships.

In the spring of 331 B.C.E., Alexander marched out
of Egypt, leaving two Greek governors in command,
Ptolemy and Cleomenes. CLEOMENES OF NAUKRATIS, a
Greek resident of Egypt, soon took charge of affairs,
completing Alexandria. Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, bided
his time but had his own ambitions for Egypt, becoming
PTOLEMY 1 SOTER. As they consolidated Macedonian
control over Egypt, Alexander met Darius III at
GAUGAMELA and defeated him once again. Darius fled
but was assassinated by a former ally. Alexander con-
quered Babylon, Ecbatana, Persepolis, and Susa, the
great Persian cities, and then marched on Medea. He
took the title of Basileus, the Great King, and entered
India in 326 B.C.E.

His death in Babylon in June 323 B.C.E. began a
titanic struggle for control of his vast empire. Ptolemy 1
claimed Egypt for himself. In a bold strike, he and a
picked cohort of veterans rode hard to the north to inter-
cept the massive funeral procession of Alexander’s
remains. He had been embalmed in honey and placed in a
large mausoleum on wheels so that his body could be
seen and publicly venerated by the people of his con-
quered domain as he progressed toward the royal burial
ground in Macedonia. Ptolemy I and his men captured
the body and set off for Alexandria, where the conqueror
was put into a crystal coffin. Alexander the Great was
then reportedly buried under the junction of the Canopic
Way and the Street of the Soma in Alexandria.
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Suggested Readings: Fox, Robin Lane. Alexander the
Great (New York: Penguin, 1994); Green, Peter. Alexan-
der of Macedon 356-323 B.C.: A Historical Biography
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992); Wood,
Michael. In the Footsteps of Alexander The Great: A Journey
from Greece to Asia (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1997).

Alexander IV (Ha’a-ibre Setep-en-Amun) (d. 304
B.C.E.) Ruler of Egypt and son of Alexander the Great

He was the son of ALEXANDER [111] THE GREAT and Rox-
anne and ruled Egypt from 316 B.C.E. until his death.
Alexander IV took the throne name Ha’a-ibre Setep-en-
Amun, translated as “Ré’s Heart Rejoices, Chosen of
Amun.” Alexander IV was born after the death of his
father in 323 B.C.E. His uncle PHILIP 111 ARRHIDAEUS, re-
portedly a somewhat challenged half brother of Alexan-
der the Great, ruled from 323 to 316 B.C.E., when he
was murdered.

PTOLEMY 1 served as satrap or governor of Egypt for
both Philip and Alexander. Roxanne, as queen, probably
held the post of regent for her son. In 304 B.C.E., Cas-
sander, the Macedonian “General of Europe,” murdered
Alexander and Roxanne. Queen OLYMPIAS, the mother of
Alexander the Great, fell to the henchmen of Cassander
at the same time. The royal house of Macedonia had been
destroyed.

Alexander Aetolus (fl. third century B.C.E.) Greek poet
of Alexandria

PTOLEMY I PHILADELPHUS (r. 285-246 B.C.E.) appointed
Alexander Aetolus as an official of the great LIBRARY OF
ALEXANDRIA. The library was an institution known for its
vast archives that included centuries of world history and
the cultural achievement of many peoples. His task was
to list and catalog the tragic dramas housed in the library.
Alexander Aetolus’s writings are lost, although the title of
one of his plays, Astragalistae, or “The Dice Throwers,”
has survived. Alexander’s shorter poetic works are known
in modern times only by fragments that have survived
over the centuries.

Alexander Balas (Ephiphanes) (fl. second century
B.C.E.) King of Syria and Pergamum, modern Turkey

He asked PTOLEMY VI PHILOMETOR (r. 180-164/163-145
B.C.E.) to aid him in ruling the remains of the crumbled
Macedonian Empire. Alexander Balas slew Demetrius I
Soter, the heir of the Syrian Seleucid Dynasty. When
DEMETRIUS II NICATOR, the son of Demetrius I, met
Alexander Balas in battle, he avenged his father’s death.
Alexander Balas had maintained Egyptian support and
the approval of the Senate of Rome until the fateful battle
that ended his life.
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Alexander Helios (fl. first century B.C.E.) Son of
Cleopatra VII (51-30 B.C.E.) and Marc Antony

He was born in 40 B.C.E., the twin of CLEOPATRA SELENE.
Alexander Helios was designated the ruler of “Farther
Asia,” an area that included Armenia, Medea, and the
unconquered realms of the Parthians. He vanishes from
the scene after the Battle of AcTium and the suicides of
CLEOPATRA VII and Marc ANTONY.

Alexandria The capital of Ptolemaic Egypt, founded
in 331 B.C.E. by ALEXANDER THE GREAT as the result of a
vision, the conqueror chose the site of Rhakotis in the
western Delta of the Nile. Rhakotis was an ancient
town, dating to the New Kingdom (1550-1070 B.C.E.)
and was located on the westernmost Nile tributary. Two
limestone ridges run parallel to the coast of Alexandria,
the outer one breaking the waves and the inner ridge
protecting the city against shifting alluvium. Alexander
ordered a causeway, called the Heptastadion, “seven
stades long,” to link the ridges. Two ancient harbors
were on either side: the Eunostos or Harbor of Safe
Return on the west, and the Great Harbor on the east. A
third harbor, on Lake MAREOTIS, linked the city to the
Nile.

Two suburban areas, Neopolis and the Island of
Pharos, were included in Alexander’s original plans. He
did not remain in Egypt, however, and never saw the city

being constructed in his name. Alexander’s viceroy,
CLEOMENES OF NAUKRATIS, was thus the actual creator of
Egypt’s new capital, which was ideally situated for trade
and commerce and expanded rapidly. Dinocrates, the
Greek city planner from Rhodes, supervised the actual
construction.

The center of the city was designed to provide TRADE
centers, residences, sunken courts, and even catacombs.
The seRaAPEUM (2), the sacred burial site and shrine of the
sacred APis bulls, was built on the hill of Rhakotis in the
city’s oldest section. Royal residences, municipal build-
ings, and government seats were also introduced. Two
other structures also brought acclaim to the new capital:
the LIBRARY OF ALEXANDRIA and the LIGHTHOUSE at
Pharos. The remains of Alexander the Great were report-
edly placed in the Soma of the city after being restored to
the capital by PTOLEMY 1 SOTER in 323 B.C.E. Ptolemaic
mausoleums and the tombs of ANTONY and CLEOPATRA V11
have disappeared over the centuries, along with the con-
queror’s body.

Thousands of new residents flocked to Alexandria,
and grants of property, called a cleruchy, were given to
foreign mercenaries who resided in the city and made
themselves available for military service. A Greek elite
moved from NAUKRATIS (el-Nibeira), the original Hellenic
outpost, and special laws and regulations were passed to
protect their unique status.

Sphinxes and other monuments displayed in Old Alexandria. (Hulton Archive.)
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Suggested Readings: Empereur, Jean-Yves. Alexandria
Rediscovered. Trans. Margaret Moehler. (New York:
George Braziller, 1998); Fraser, P M. Ptolemaic Alexan-
dria: Text, Notes, Indexes (London: Clarendon Press,
1985); La Riche, William. Alexandria—The Sunken City
(London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1996); Vrettos,
Theodore. Alexandria: City of the Western Mind (New
York: Free Press, 2001).

Alexandria, Battle of The military campaigns
between Julius CAESAR and the forces supporting PTOLEMY
xut (r. 51-47 B.C.E.) in Egypts capital. Caesar was under
siege in Alexandria from August 48 B.C.E. to February 47
B.C.E. after placing CLEOPATRA v1I on the throne and exil-
ing Ptolemy to the desert. The Romans defended the
royal residence at ALEXANDRIA from land forces and an
Egyptian naval force. Setting fire to these ships, Caesar
inadvertently engulfed the LIBRARY OF ALEXANDRIA in
flames as well. Caesar also took Pharos Island, the site of
the LIGHTHOUSE of Alexandria, one of the Seven Wonders
of the World.

By January 47 B.C.E., Caesar was thoroughly sur-
rounded by Egyptians, but Mithridates of Pergamum
arrived with 20,000 men. Caesar had sent for him at the
start of the campaign. When the new allies entered the
conflict, Caesar went out to confront Ptolemy XIII in the
desert region. The BATTLE OF THE NILE ensued, with Cae-
sar victorious.

altar Called a khat by Egyptians, this was a table of
offerings in temples and tomb chapels, in use from the
earliest eras on the Nile. An altar fashioned out of traver-
tine alabaster was included in the sun temple of NIUSERRE
(r. 2416-2392 B.C.E.) at ABU GHUROB. TUTHMOSIS 111 (r.
1479-1425 B.C.E.) presented the great religious complex
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of KARNAK at THEBES with a pink granite altar. The New
Kingdom (1550-1070 B.C.E.) altars had evolved into vast
stone tables with ramps and steps that added to their
dominance. The limestone altar of the god Ré-Horakhte
at DEIR EL-BAHRI, on the western shore of Thebes, had ten
steps leading to its dais. The ATEN altars at ’AMARNA were
designed with ramps and courtyards. In the Late Period
(712-332 B.C.E.), altars with horned designs were used,
made of stone or brick blocks with raised corners.
See also TEMPLES.

Amada A site in NUBIA, modern Sudan, Amada was
where a temple dedicated to the gods amunN and Ré
Horakhte was started by TuTHMOSIS 1v (1. 1401-1391
B.C.E.) and decorated by AMENHOTEP m (r. 1391-1353
B.C.E.). Tuthmosis IV extended the shrine during his
reign. The shrine is noted for fine reliefs in color and for
images of MEssuy, the viceroy of Kush, as Nubia was
called. MERENPTAH's cartouches are also preserved there.
Messuy’s depiction at Amada led to his identification in
some eras with Amunmesses, a usurper following
Merenptah’s reign (1224-1214 B.C.E.).

The great temple at Amada was erected by RAMESSES
n (r. 1290-1224 B.c.E.) with pillared halls and Osiride
statues of that pharaoh. Two stelae, one dedicated to
Amun-Ré and the other announcing the arrival of a HiT-
TITE princess as Ramesses II's bride, were found there.
Elaborate paintings, vestibules, a sanctuary, and a chapel
to the god THOTH complete the temple design. Two more
stelae, honoring various officials of the eras, were also
discovered on the site. The temple of Amada was moved
when the aswaN High Dam was constructed.

Amara A fortified site near WADI HALFA on the Nile in
NUBIA, modern Sudan, Amara was founded by sgTI 1 (1.
1306-1290 B.C.E.). There are two settlements involved in
Amara, on the eastern and western banks of the river.
Amara West was a vast FORTRESs complex with enclosing
walls and defenses. Amara East dates to the Meroitic
Period (c. 300 B.C.E.—350 A.D.). The remains of a Rames-
sid temple, probably erected by RAMESSES 11 (r. 1290-1224
B.C.E.), and a necropolis were discovered here.

’Amarna, el- (Akhetaten, Tell el’Armana) The
Arabic name of the site that served as the capital,
Akhetaten, “The Horizon of ATEN,” it was built by AKHEN-
ATEN (Amenhotep IV of the Eighteenth Dynasty, r.
1353-1335 B.C.E.) as his capital and destroyed by
HOREMHAB a few decades later. Erected on a level plain
between the Nile and the eastern cliffs north of Assiut,
’Amarna was six miles long and marked by boundary ste-
lae. The districts of the city were well planned and laid
out with geometric precision and artistry. All of the
regions of ’Amarna were designed to focus on the royal
residence and on the temple of the god Aten.
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Officials and courtiers lived in the principal districts,
and the homes provided for them were large and lavish.
Most contained gardens, pools, and summer villas, as
well as reception areas. The temple and the palace were
located on the royal avenue, designed to run parallel to
the Nile. This thoroughfare was spanned by an immense
brick bridge, which was not only a startling architectural
innovation but achieved an artistic unity that became the
hallmark of the god’s abode. The bridge joined two sepa-
rate wings of the royal residence and contained the famed
WINDOW OF APPEARANCE, which was discovered in reliefs
of the area. Akhenaten and NEFERTITI greeted the faithful
of the city in the window and honored officials, military
leaders, and artisans, forming an appealing portrait of
regal splendor in this setting.

The palace did not serve as a royal residence but as a
site for rituals and ceremonies. The royal family occupied
limited space in separate apartments. The remaining parts
of the structure were designed as altar sites, halls, stables,
gardens, pools, throne rooms, and ceremonial chambers.
The entire palace was decorated with painting in the
’Amarna style. Waterfowl and marsh scenes graced the
walls, adding a natural pastoral quality to the residence.
The main throne room for official ceremonies in honor of
Aten was set between pillared chambers and halls, one
with 30 rows of 17 pillars each. Adjacent to the palace
was the temple of the god. This site had a rectangular
wall that measured 2,600 by 900 feet. The temple, as
many of the structures in ’Amarna, was adapted to the
Nile climate and designed for outdoor services. There
were few roofs evident in the architectural planning of
the complexes. The homes of the ’Amarna artisans were
in the southeast section of the city, surrounded by
another wall. Six blocks of such residences were laid out
in this area, between five parallel streets.

Akhetaten, also called “the City of the SOLAR DISK,” is
supposedly named 'Amarna or Tell el’Amarna today to
commemorate a tribe of Bedouins that settled on the site
approximately two centuries ago. A vast cliff cemetery
was established nearby linked to ’Amarna by the rROYAL
WADI.

See also ART AND ARCHITECTURE; TALATAT.

’Amarna Letters A collection of correspondence span-
ning the reigns of AMENHOTEP 11 (1. 1391-1353 B.C.E.),
AKHENATEN (1. 1353-1335 B.C.E.), and into the first year
of TUT'ANKHAMUN’ reign (r. 1333-1323 B.C.E.), these
were discovered in the ruins of Akhenaten’s capital of
’AMARNA in 1887, taken from a site called “the Place of
the Letters of the Pharaohs.” Some 382 cuneiform tablets
constitute the body of the collection, written in the old
Babylonian dialect of the AkkaDpIANS, the lingua franca of
the territory at the time. This adopted language used
altered Egyptian and Syrian terms as well. The letters
contain diplomatic texts that reflect the changing trade

and military exploits of the era. They are actually repre-
sentations of correspondence between known kingdoms,
providing insights into allegiances, protocol, pacts, vassal
status, and the ever-changing realms of competing
empires.

Amasis (Khnemibré) (d. 526 B.C.E.) Sixth king of the
Twenty-sixth Dynasty

Amasis usurped the throne of ApriEs and ruled from 570
B.C.E. until his death. He was a general of Egypt’s armies,
having served PSAMMETICHUS 11 (1. 595-589 B.C.E.) as
commander of an expedition to NUBIA, modern Sudan. He
served Apries (1. 589-570 B.C.E.) in the same capacity
until Egypt was drawn into a war between Libya’s ruler,
ADICRAN, and the Greek colony of CYRENE. Apries sent
troops to aid Libya in freeing itself from the Greek
colonists, but they were badly defeated by the superior
Greek military. The Egyptian troops promptly mutinied,
and Amasis was sent to their camp in the Delta to medi-
ate a truce. He sided with the soldiers and was hailed as
the new ruler of Egypt.

Apries, forced into exile, returned in 567 B.C.E. with
Greek mercenaries who had little enthusiasm for the civil
war that ensued. Apries met Amasis at MOMEMPHIS (prob-
ably a site near Terana on the Canopic branch of the Nile)
in the Delta region and was quickly routed. He was then
handed over to a mob and was slain but was buried with
considerable pomp. A red 